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Former U.S. Army Gen. David Petrae-
us is writing his memoir. Tentatively 
titled, “Love and War: Can’t Have ‘Em 
Both. At Least Not at the Same Time.”  
New menu items for U.S. troops in 
the Middle East will include shish 
kabob, hummus, manakeesh, grilled 
halloumi, quwarmah al dajaj, man-
saf, baklava, Iraqi masgouf, knafeh, 
and quwarmah al dajaj. Defense Sec-
retary Ashton Carter said the new 
items will create a closer bond with 
our alleged allies. Training cooks to 
prepare the new items will take from 
six months to 18 months. Carter 
added, “So what? It ain’t like we’re 
leavin’ anytime soon.”
Commander-in-Chief Barack Obama 
ordered a new bumper sticker for his 
limousine: “Drones 
Don’t Kill People; 
People Kill People.” 
It will replace the 
current bumper 
sticker, which reads, “Because I said 
so, that’s why.”
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott on Tues-
day asked the Texas State Guard 

to monitor the 
U. S .  m i l i t a r y 
t ra in ing e xer-
cise dubbed “Jade 
Helm 15.” The ex-
ercise will begin 
in July and last 
for three months. 
He agreed to have 
the military exer-
cise in Texas, with 
some conditions. 
“Well, I’ll tell you, 
little buddy, we’re 
happy to have the 
Army blow up 
certain parts of 
the Lone Star State, but in return, 
the Army’s gonna hafta give us the 

e q u i p m e n t 
they brought 
here.” He was 
a sk e d  how 
Texas will use 

howitzers, booby traps, rifles and 
ammunition, mortars and rounds, 
Bangalore torpedoes, mess tents, 
uniforms, body armor, camouflage 

makeup, helmets, 
combat boots, 
and C-4. The gov-
ernor said, “Well, 
lemme tell ya, 
little feller. Bet-
ter to have some 
of these here de-
fensive weapons 
and don’t need 
‘em, than to need 
‘em and not have 
‘em.”
State o’ Maine 
University re-
leased a survey 
of U.S. Congress 

members who were asked a series 
of questions regarding the war in 
the Mideast. Questions included, 
but were not limited to: 
•  Within one billion, how many 

dollars has the U.S. spent during 
the last dozen years on war in the 
Mideast? 

•  What is the difference between 
Sunni and Shia Muslims? 

•  Which Army rank is higher, first 

lieutenant or second lieutenant?
•  Have you ever read the U.S. Consti-

tution or Bill of Rights?
•  Name the two sides in the U.S. Civil 

War.
•  Have you ever paid for a restaurant 

meal? If so, were you dining alone?
•  Can you name the three branches 

of government? 
•  Who is buried in Grant’s tomb?

The most popular answers on the 
quiz were:

Is this an open book test?
If you know and I know, why 

should I tell you?
What is this one? A trick question? 

North Korean dictator Kim Jong-
un has refused aid from Red China, 
likely North Korea’s only pal in the 
galaxy. The dictator said, “Product 
not made good. Fall apart. No spare 
part. No return.” Among the prod-
ucts dumped in the Sea of Japan 
were guillotines, Batman comics, 
Roy Rogers lunch boxes, Daisy air 
rifles, membership forms from the 
New York office of Scientology, and 
four boxes of Depends.

News from a Parallel Universe

Call LCCC’s Veterans Service Center at 440-366-7685 
or visit www.lorainccc.edu/veterans 
or email our office at veterans@lorainccc.edu.

It’s Your Future. Get Started Now!

Veterans Service Center
at Lorain County Community College

The Student Veterans Services office at LCCC assists all veterans, guardsmen, reservists 
and their spouses with making the transition to a successful educational career.  You’ve 
done your duty, now let us help you prepare for your future.

LCCC’s Veterans Service Center is a one-stop shop where you can:
• Learn how to maximize your veteran’s benefits
• Learn about other scholarships available
• Talk with a Veterans Certifying Official
• Meet with a Counselor
• Explore all that LCCC has to offer

“The Veterans Services staff at 
LCCC is great and I was able 
to work with a success coach 
right from the beginning,” 
said Navy veteran Esperanza 
Correa. She is studying social 
work at LCCC through the 
University Partnership.

The treatment given the lat-
est generation of veterans 
amazes me. 

But first, let’s look at veterans 
from recent wars.

Troopers from World War II were 
welcomed with parades, hugs and 
kisses, admiring smiles, social clubs 
such as the VFW and American Le-
gion, books and movies about their 
adventures and heroism, and educa-
tions paid for by grateful taxpayers. 

It worked well. They certainly 
deserved all of it and more. 

They left behind thousands and 
thousands of comrades, those men 
who gave their all; many remain 
buried on foreign soil. 

Then, just a few years later, 
troops were off to Korea. Why we 
called the Korean War anything but 
a war has always confused me. If 
we’re fighting, killing, and dying, I 
consider that a war, not a conflict. 
In Korea, our troops fought human 
wave assaults and a frenzied enemy 
with little regard for its own troops.

Our troops suffered frostbite as 
well as heat stroke. Such is the Ko-
rean climate. 

Korean War veterans have told 
me their return from a foreign war 
was met with indifference. Did Amer-
ica exhaust its gratitude on WWII 
veterans? 

Certainly we were recovering 
from the many wounds of World 
War II and eager to return to some 
semblance of normalcy. 

But to think Korea was a police 
action or conflict is purely a gov-
ernment euphemism.  

In Korea, we were joined by 
troops from a long list of coun-
tries, including South Africa, New 
Zealand, Greece, and many more.

Still, we lost 33,000 KIA, 103,000 
wounded, 8,200 MIA, and almost 
4,000 POWs. And government in-
sists on calling it a police action? 

If we were largely indifferent to 
veterans of the Korean War, matters 
grew worse for troops coming home 
from Vietnam.  

Vietnam veterans didn’t come 
home to indifference; they came 
home and were reviled, slandered, 
or ignored. It was as if the young 
veterans dreamed up the Vietnam 
War and left the West Coast in an 
effort to protect a country from the 
evils of communism. 

For returning veterans, the VA 
was no more effective than Con-
gress. It was the White House and 
members of Congress who deserved 
such a hostile welcome.

The peace movement, for all 
its success, might have done bet-
ter by directing some of its energy 
toward the morons who sent us 
to war. Peace activists, for all the 
good they did in ending the war, 
often found themselves pissing in 
the wind. 

My own idea for staffing wars is 
far simpler and even more likely to 
be ignored by the masters of war: 
Every time politicians want to wage 
war, we all go. Not just volunteers, 
not just young men and women 
with families to rear, and not just 
the sons and daughters of politi-
cians, or the men and women who 
bankroll pols while making billions 
as war profiteers.

Congress is far more interested 
in ceding its power and responsibil-
ity to the executive branch, a truth 
Congress seems comfortable with. 

Not to be unkind, but members 
of the White House and halls of 
Congress are chickenshit. Wash-
ington politicians are far more 
interested in getting their asses 
kissed. That and wooing contrib-
utors for reelection accounts. 

Today we warmly greet our 
latest generation of warriors, vol-
unteers all. They are a brave and 
selfless lot. They understand bet-
ter than history teachers, “Into 
the Valley of Death Rode the Six 
Hundred.”

And now come home our troops. 
After more than a decade. (Just my 
opinion, but if you can’t win a war 
in five years, maybe you picked the 
wrong war.)

Our troops, like our troops in 
every war, fought valiantly and 
bravely, often without concern for 
themselves. They knew going in that 
spilling blood, their own and that 
of the enemy, was part of the deal.

Coming home from this war, the 
welcome is far different than for 
troops who fought in WWII, Korea, 
and Vietnam.

Troops returning today are rec-
ognized and welcomed home. At 
airports, train stations, neighbor-
hood saloons, churches and schools. 
Well they should be.

But that’s all we do. We say 
thank you and welcome home. We 
pretend we are one with them, fel-
low citizens who share their devo-
tion to flag and country.

We ain’t.
We are enablers to a government 

that doesn’t give a damn about its 
troops, the broken hearts of par-
ents and loved ones, or its own 
responsibility. 

Don’t tell me it does.
From my heart, Happy Fourth 

of July to the many generations 
that fought our wars and troops 
who sacrificed life and limb. Every 
member of every generation in uni-
form deserves our thanks.

But they deserve much more 
than that.

“Into the Valley of Death Rode the Six Hundred”

STAnD AT eASe  By John H. Tidyman, Editor
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David Petraeus

Please like DD 214 
Chronicle on Facebook 
by going to Facebook.
com/DD214Chronicle. Just click 
on the “Like Us” button and you’ll get 
copies of DD 214 Chronicle, updates, 
and breaking news.



✩6 DD 214 Chronicle   July/August 2015 www.dd214chronicle.com www.dd214chronicle.com  DD 214 Chronicle   July/August 2015 7✩

Few duties are more important than 
honoring Ohio’s veterans. 
Just as we invest in and train 

our men and women during their 
military service, we must do so 
when they return to their com-
munities, hang up their uniforms, 
and embark on the next phase of 
their lives.

In 2008, I was proud to help pass 
the largest expansion of veterans’ 
benefits since the GI bill. The Post-
9/11 Veterans Educational Assis-
tance Act now covers up to four 
academic years of educational tu-
ition benefits for veterans – with 
enough funding for veterans to at-
tend the most expensive in-state 
public tuition. The GI bill ’s educa-
tion benefits are critical to invest-
ing in returning service members. 

But veterans have a limited 
amount of time before their GI 
benefits expire. At crowded col-
leges, general education require-
ments and prerequisites often fill 
up quickly, and it can take several 
semesters to secure a spot.

Waiting for a spot in a required 
course is a luxury many veterans 
don’t have. 

That’s why, I recently introduced 
the bipartisan Veterans Priority 
Enrollment Act of 2015, which 
would allow veterans using their 
GI benefits to attain priority en-
rollment at four-year institutions 
– something Ohio’s public univer-
sities already do. The rest of the 
nation should follow Ohio’s lead. 
This bill will ensure veterans can 
complete their coursework before 
their GI benefits run out.

Recently, the Senate also unani-
mously passed my legislation, the 
Gold Star Fathers Act of 2015. 
This bill will expand federal hir-
ing preferences so fathers of service 
members who have been killed or 
disabled in action can receive fed-
eral hiring preference – something 
we already provide to mothers, wid-
ows, and widowers of deceased ser-
vice members.

In November 2006, Canton res-
ident and Gold Star father Scott 

Warner lost his son, Heath, in ac-
tion in Iraq during Heath’s deploy-
ment as a U.S. Marine. Mr. Warner 
came to my office and shared his 
experiences as a father of a fallen 
soldier. After hearing his story, I 
knew we had to change the law to 
provide fathers of deceased or per-

manently disabled service members 
with the same hiring preferences 
that we already provide to moth-
ers, widows, and widowers.

When a service member is killed 
in action or permanently and total-
ly disabled, the government should 
do its part to be there for grieving 
parents — no matter if they’re fa-
thers or mothers.

These bills are just two of the 
many ways we can help those who 
have served our nation. 

I hope all veterans will come to 
my office if they need assistance. 
We can help you navigate the VA 
bureaucracy to get the benefits you 
have earned and deserve. My office 
assists with receiving military re-
cords, medals, and awards, pension 
and retirement benefits, Social Se-
curity, and Medicare, and any other 
federal agencies.

Please visit my website, www.
brown.senate.gov, for more infor-
mation on how we can help Ohio’s 
nearly 900,000 veterans and your 
families.

Standing with Ohio Veterans and  
Military Families

by Sen. Sherrod Brown

Experts at  
Summit County 
Veterans Service 

Commission Connect 
Veterans with 

Complementary 
Services and Resources
For a veteran, navigating civil-

ian life can be a challenge. This 
is true not only for those just re-
turning from service, but also for 
men and women who served decades 
ago. Whether the difficulty arises 
from dealing with an injury or ill-
ness sustained in military service, 
struggling to find meaningful em-
ployment or identifying VA benefits 
for which they may be eligible, the 
Veterans Service Commission (VSC) 
of Summit County can help veterans 
through these obstacles. 

“Last winter was bitterly cold, 
and we went through a really tough 
time trying to keep up with utility 
bills. The VSC was able to give us 
some financial aid to help get my 
family and I through those frigid 
months.” – Afghanistan Veteran, 28 

The certified County Veteran 
Service Officers at the VSC are able 
to identify different benefits, com-
pensation or resources that are spe-
cific to your needs as a veteran by 
working with you and your family 
on a personal level. Best of all, eli-
gible veterans can access all of these 
services, including transportation, 
emergency financial aid and much 
more, at no cost. Your County Vet-
eran Service Officer can even help 
navigate the confusing VA paper-
work to ensure that it is accurate, 
which will help move it through the 
backlog quicker.

“We are located in Summit 
County, but we can assist veterans 
from surrounding counties as well,” 
said VSC Executive Director Larry 
Moore. “Our mission is to serve 
those who have served this coun-
try, and that means something dif-
ferent for each individual we see in 
our office.”

Created at a state level in 1886 to 
aid veterans upon returning home 
from duty, the VSC is a hub of re-
sources and VA expertise that is 
available to eligible veterans from 
every branch of the military. The 
professionals at the VSC are experts 
at understanding the type of assis-
tance you, as a veteran, may need 
and helping you obtain it.   

“I ’ve been struggling with 
PTSD for the past 40 years, and I 
didn’t even realize it. My VSC ser-
vice officer helped me apply for VA 
healthcare and connected me with 
counseling services, and it has made 
a huge difference in my life.”  – Viet-
nam Veteran, 64

Maybe you don’t think you need 
any help. You’ve gotten this far on 
your own, and you’re doing just fine. 
But, what if you could be doing even 
better? You can find out how by sim-
ply taking some time to visit. The 
best way to see how the VSC can 
serve you is by stopping in to meet 
with a County Veteran Service Of-
ficer today. 

sherrod brown

Somebody, somewhere, is going 
to find something nice to say 

about banks. Someone in addition 

to bankers.
The latest Money Changer in the 

Temple is Bank of America, whose 

board of directors should consider 
renaming the bank, Monopoly, and 
enjoy the benefits of the Get out of 

Jail Free cards.
BoA got nicked $30 million, 

better described as chicken feed 
or chump change, for screwing 
active troops when collecting 
debts.

BoA is the second largest 
bank in the United States. It 
has been shaking down mem-
bers of the military since Janu-
ary, 2006.

The judge, jury, and exe-
cutioner is The Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, a 
Treasury Department division, 
another government agency that 

can tell its right from its left, but 
only with assistance.

Since 2006? Since the World Se-
ries when the Cards beat the Tigers? 

BoA had ineffective policies to 
ensure the bank complied with the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.

BoA’s shill — I mean spokesper-
son — Andrew Plepler, the bank’s 
executive in charge of social re-
sponsibility and consumer policy 
said, “We hwave taken significant 
steps over the last several years, 
and will take further steps now, 
to ensure we have the right con-
trols and processes in place to meet 
— and exceed — what is required 
by law and what our customers de-
serve and expect.

Bank of America: Friend to U.S Troops. Not.

1060 E. Waterloo Rd.
Akron, OH 44306
330-643-2830
www.VSCsummitOH.us

You’ve served.  
Now let us serve you. 

THE VSC  
Can Help.     

Learn how the VSC can serve you.
Call 330-643-2830 or  

visit www.VSCsummitOH.us.

The Veterans Service Commission (VSC) 
of Summit County connects veterans and 
their families with the resources to bridge 
the gap from military service to civilian life. 
The VSC also assists veterans who have 
successfully transitioned but may need 
help connecting with benefits and services 
available to honorably discharged veterans. 
 

VSC proVidES aSSiSTaNCE To  
VETEraNS iN THE followiNg arEaS: 

y VA claims and benefits  
y Military service injuries or illnesses 
y Emergency financial aid
y Education options 
y VA health care  
y Transportation services 
y Funeral and burial services 
y And more
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VA PENSION BENEFIT PROGRAMS
VETERANS PENSION:

Tax-free monetary benefit payable to low-income 
wartime Veterans.

SURVIVORS PENSION:
Tax-free monetary benefit payable to a low-income, un-
remarried surviving spouse and/or unmarried child(ren) 
of a deceased Veteran with wartime service.
Veterans and survivors who are eligible for Pension 
benefits and are housebound or require the aid & 
attendance of another person may be eligible to receive 
additional monetary amounts.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
Pension benefits are needs-based and your “countable” 
family income must fall below the yearly limit set by 
law. Veterans must have at least 90 days of active duty, 
including one day during a wartime period. If the active 
duty occurred after September 7, 1980, you must have 
served at least 24 months or the full period that you 
were called up (with some exceptions).
You must also be:
	 •Age	65	or	older	with	limited	or	no	income,	OR
	 •Totally	and	permanently	disabled,	OR
	 •A	patient	in	a	nursing	home	receiving	skilled	nursing		
	 	care,	OR
	 •Receiving	Social	Security	Disability	Insurance,	OR
	 •Receiving	Supplemental	Security	Income.

The Veteran must have met the service requirements 
above for surviving spouses and children applying for the 
Survivors Pension.
AID & ATTENDANCE AND HOUSEBOUND

These benefits are paid in addition to monthly pension, 
and they are not paid without eligibility to Pension.
Since	Aid	&	Attendance	and	Housebound	allowances	
increase the pension amount, people who are not 
eligible for a basic pension due to excessive income may 
be	eligible	for	pension	at	these	increased	rates.	A	Veteran	
or	surviving	spouse	may	not	receive	Aid	&	Attendance	
benefits	and	Housebound	benefits	at	the	same	time.

AID & ATTENDANCE (A&A)
The	Aid	&	Attendance	(A&A)	increased	monthly	pension	
amount may be added to your monthly pension amount 
if you meet one of the following conditions:
	 •You	require	the	aid	of	another	person	in	order			
  to perform personal functions required in everyday  
  living, such as bathing, feeding, dressing, attending  
  to the wants of nature, adjusting prosthetic devices,  
  or protecting yourself from the hazards of your daily  
  environment.
	 •You	are	bedridden,	in	that	your	disability	or		 	
  disabilities requires that you remain in bed   
  apart from any prescribed course of convalescence or  
  treatment
	 •You	are	a	patient	in	a	nursing	home	due	to	mental	or		

  physical incapacity.
	 •Your	eyesight	is	limited	to	a	corrected	5/200	visual		
  acuity or less in both eyes; or concentric contraction  
	 	of	the	visual	field	to	5	degrees	or less.

HOUSEBOUND
This increased monthly pension amount may be 
added to your monthly pension amount when you are 
substantially confined to your immediate premises 
because of permanent disability.

VETERANS SERVING VETERANS

Many immigrants have come to America as 
Dave did: Without money, a command of Eng-
lish, knowledge of our customs and holidays. 
Dave came with no understanding of our poli-
tics, but a passion to learn and understand.

It was Dave’s father, Balden, who encour-
aged Dave to seek his fortune far from India. 
He was a firefighter in India. For forty years.

It wasn’t easy for father or son. Indian fami-
lies often live close to each other. Americans, 
Dave saw, hardly blink when an opportunity 
shows up to move across the country.

His father knew Dave’s future would not 
be traditional. He paid for Dave’s journey to 
America. Dave still owes his father, but he re-
fuses to accept any repayment.

 In his battered satchel was the one com-
modity that marks every wave of immigrants 
to the U.S.: Hope.

Hope needs additional parts, and Dave had 
them in spades:  grit and determination, youth, 
boundless energy, great respect for education, 
and faith in himself.

These many virtues pro-
vided him the tools to suc-
ceed in America. But tools 
and knowledge of their ap-
plications are no guarantees. 
Every path taken by an immi-
grant wends along different paths. 

When he arrived, Dave didn’t speak Eng-
lish. He didn’t understand our slang or our 
laws, both written and unwritten. Had no driv-
ers’ license. Couldn’t vote. 

Dave learned English in a non-traditional 
way: He listened to Americans speaking Eng-
lish. Maybe listening and trying were the best 
tools; his English is very good and he contin-
ues to learn. 

There was a lot to learn, some of it slang 
and some used every day by Americans, “... 
runners on first and third and the count is two 
and two ...,” three-day weekend, payday loans, 
country western, hockey, Victoria’s Secret, top-
coat, cable channels, honky-tonk, Texas hold 
‘em, and criminal defense lawyers. 

The learning of this foreign tongue accel-
erated because of his two jobs. In Florida, his 
first job was a jack-of-many-trades. He worked 
in a motel. 

The job came with one important benefit: 
Housing. While it could be called housing, it 
was illegally crowded. As many as eight other 

workers shared a single motel unit. He 
slept anyplace but the bed, sometimes 
on the bathroom floor, sometimes in 
the bathtub. 

Dave asked for nothing but the 
opportunity to learn the language, 
customs, and holidays of his new 
country. There were jobs in America, 
the sort we believe are beneath us.

Another work opportunity presented it-
self: Cashier at a gas station. So he worked 
long hours at the gas station and long hours 
at the motel. Still not proficient in English, he 
continued to learn the language and customs.

He also learned the skills necessary to prof-
itably run a small business: hiring and firing, 
tax laws, cash flow, taxes, customer service, 
maintaining inventory. All would prove to be 
valuable. 

He was walking one afternoon when he 
came across a bicycle. It appeared to be in the 
trash. He picked it up and was immediately 
accosted by a bum who claimed the bike be-
longed to him. Do you want to sell it, Dave 
asked. Sure, the bum said. Five dollars. Dave 

bought it, unaware the bum had just swindled 
him out of five bucks.

The bike added a layer of freedom for Dave. He 
could secure the bike on the front of buses. Every 
time he got on his bike and toured, he learned 
more about Americans in Florida. He rode it six-
teen miles every day.

As he learned more English, he started reading 
newspapers. He was treated well by some Ameri-
cans eager to further his language skills. Other 
Americans treated him with disdain. 

His primary reason for coming to America 
was to finish his education. He enrolled at Florida 
International University in its Master’s program. 
He worked for and received his MBA.

While he was working for his degree, his par-
ents were working on a surprise unknown in 
American culture. They had selected a bride for 
their son. She lived in Cleveland, so north he trav-
elled for the ceremony.

It has worked out 
well. His wife, Vivya, 
gave him the best gift 
any man receives, his 
first child, Sarsh, today 
three years old. The couple has been married four 
years and his wife is expecting their second child. 

Every day there were racial incidents. He was 
told by ignorant fools with no appreciation for 
history to go back to his own country, that he 
had no right to be in America.

The morons insulting him likely flunked 
American history. How could they not know we 
brutalized and murdered Native Americans in a 
successful effort to steal their land and property? 
Such is history.

After marrying, Dave found a job at Swagelok. 

He was a temp  for a year before Swagelok hired 
him. Too bad the economy didn’t want him work-
ing. He was laid off. He was called back and laid 
off a number of times. The uncertainty was wor-
risome. He was now a family man.

A coworker called him during one of his lay-
offs. Did Dave want to manage a Cleveland bev-
erage store? He did. For two years, he worked 
12-hour days, 1 p.m. until 1 a.m.

In Dave’s case, work was always an opportu-
nity to learn. To learn business and to study the 
American culture. 

His boss admired Dave’s work ethic. When his 
boss bought a convenience store in Cleveland’s 
Old Brooklyn neighborhood, Dave was offered 
work there. The store needed some rehab and 
better customer service. 

After a year and a half, the owner sold the 
store to Dave.

He said, “I thought I 
could get a good job with 
my education. Every job 
was a new job and that’s 
the way I saw it. When my 
employers saw how hard I 

worked, I was given raises.”
Along with his work ethic, Dave has heart, and 

the examples in his neighborhood are legion; he 
is kind and generous.

 His advice to others is succinct and current: 
“Work hard and always be honest.” 

by Kevin Grady

  The  
American  
 Dream  
 Fulfilledsolanki:  

All-American

continued on next page

"every job was a new job and that's the way i saw it.  
When my employers saw how hard i worked, i was given raises."

— David Solanki

It was a long, arduous, painful, confusing journey, 

but in his travelling bag, Indian Dave Solanki had 

packed hope. He had hopes and dreams he believed 

could be realized in America.

mike and the man who 
made him, his father.
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Crowds gather around the lead tank of the 1st battalion 400th Infantry task force, and 103rd Cactus 
Division, after soldiers entered without resistance in Innsbruck, Austria, on may 19, 1945.

Jim Pringle/AP

At the Air Force memorial, World War II bombardier Warren strub points to air campaigns  
in which he participated.

photo courtesy David Finch

Since 2001, I have been attending 
reunions of my father’s Army di-

vision – the 103d Infantry Division.  
Known as the “Cactus Division,” it 
is one of the few World War II divi-
sions still holding formal reunions. 

For the past several years, our 
Board of Directors has been trying to 
find a home for the artifacts, stories, 
documents and official 103d Division 
website. They contacted several mu-
seums and colleges – big and small.  

In 2013, I was asked to serve on the 
Board of Directors as Vice President 
of Archives and my primary mission 
was to help the division find a home.  

When I joined the Board, they 
were talking with Texas A&M about 
becoming the repository for our 
history. I decided we should have a 
backup plan, so I had informal dis-
cussions with Dr. Kenneth Swope 
about our search. 

Dr. Swope is a Professor and Di-
rector of Graduate Studies in the 
Department of History at the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi in 
Hattiesburg. He is my nephew and 
the grandson of 103d veteran Clar-
ence O. Swope (Co. B/409).  

Dr. Swope discussed our search 
with his colleagues and they were 
very receptive.  

In May of 2014, an announce-
ment was made to Association mem-
bers that Texas A&M could not take 
the collection. Many believed they 
were our best option and it appeared 
the search for a home for the 103d 
was over and unsuccessful.  

But my nephew and I were de-
termined to make this happen.  He 
formally discussed the logistics and 
process for the transfer with his 
colleagues. 

USM has one of the top military 
history graduate programs in the 
country. They agreed the 103d col-
lection would be an invaluable ad-
dition to the program and agreed to 

accept our collection. 
A resolution was drafted and put 

before our Board of Directors for ap-
proval. The impressive reputation of 
USM and the involvement of a direct 
descendant of a 103d veteran con-
vinced the Board to come together and 
they unanimously passed the proposal.

 USM will be the home of the 
103d Infantry Division collection. 
Our books, photos, stories, docu-
ments and artifacts will be housed 
in The McCain Library and Archives. 
The 103d  website will be linked to 
USM’s Dale Center for the Study of 
War & Society, described as, “A local, 
national, and international resource 
for the study of the history of war-
fare at the social, economic, politi-
cal, cultural, and military levels.” The 
103d website will be an integral part 
of the Dale Center website, and will 
soon be in place at USM.

The transfer has already started. 
Last November, I met a colleague at 
Southern Miss to help with delivery 
of artifacts.  A total of 28 boxes was 
donated to The McCain Library & 
Archives. 

For me, this has been an amazing 
journey that started with my dad’s 

wartime diary. That diary led to my 
involvement with The Veterans His-
tory Project at The Library of Con-
gress and my interest in attending 
103d Division Reunions. 

My dad never went to a reunion, 
but thanks to him –“just a PFC” - 
the story of his entire division will 
be preserved. 

In October, the Cactus Division 
will hold their next (and quite pos-
sibly final) reunion at The Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi.  Our 
veterans will be honored at various 
events and USM will officially be-
come the home of the 103d Infantry 
Division’s legacy.

I have now submitted more than 
475 oral histories to The Veterans 
History Project at The Library of 
Congress.

My radio show, LEGACIES: Stories 
from the Second World War, has been 
on the air in the Cleveland area for 
more than 14 years and is currently 
broadcast Sunday mornings at 9:30 
on WINT – 1330AM.  It can also be 
heard Sunday evenings at 6:30 on 
the web at www.radiooncemore.com 

My book based on the series is avail-
able at www.amazon.com

A Home for the 103rd Infantry 
Division: The “Cactus” Division

by Tom Swope

Trading Blue 
Suede Shoes 

for Army Boots 
Elvis in Uniform
by Cassandra Willis

For many of us, Elvis Presley 
will always have a place in our 

hearts. He introduced us to rock-
abilly, made us cry with his love 
songs, and inspired us with gos-
pel. And then broke our hearts 
when he left us.

His loving fans know Elvis 
was an Army veteran, but young-
er generations are unfamiliar 
with his military service. The 
government called, and Elvis 
answered.

He was drafted in the spring 
of 1958. It was a whirlwind of 
assignments after reporting for 
duty in Memphis, Tennessee and 
then basic training and advanced 
training at Fort Hood, Texas.

He was an armor trooper 
in the service, and honorably 
served with the 3d Armored 
Division. He was honorably 
discharged two years later, and 
spent two additional years in the 
Reserves.

Vietnam Veteran Relishes Role  
as Honor Flight Guardian 

by Jerri Donohue

V ietnam veteran David Finch 
connected immediately with 

Warren Strub, a World War II bom-
bardier, when they met at the Ak-
ron-Summit County Public Library 
in November, 2013.

The two had arrived early for a 
showing of a documentary about 
Honor Flight, the program that 
transports World War II and Kore-
an War veterans to Washington, D.C. 
for an all expenses paid tour of their 
respective memorials, Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, and other sites.

Finch, who served with the 7th 
Air Force at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 
noticed Strub sported a 7th Air Force 
jacket. During their ensuing conver-
sation, he discovered Strub had tar-
geted Japanese airfields during the 
1940s. Two decades later, Finch spent 
three happy years on American air-
bases in Japan.

By the time the film began, Strub 
had accepted Finch’s offer to serve 
as his “guardian,” or escort, on an 
Honor Flight. Strub completed an 
Honor Flight application that eve-
ning, requesting the retired Air Force 
captain as his guardian, and the two 
men made the trip in June, 2014.

Finch has participated in two 
other Honor Flights. In April, emer-
gency surgery prevented him from 
escorting a fourth veteran, but he 
plans to volunteer again as a guard-
ian. He extols the virtues of the proj-
ect.  It moves him to witness how 
strangers respond to elderly veterans.

“Seeing the attention they get 

from the public, it just fills you with 
emotion,” he said. “These people are 
genuinely appreciative and respect-
ful of the vets.”

At Cleveland Hopkins Airport 
and Baltimore-Washington Inter-
national Airport, people of all ages 
walk down the line of veterans, shak-
ing their hands. Most travelers wait-
ing for outgoing flights hurry to the 
corridor to applaud the vets passing 
in their wheelchairs.

“It brings tears to your eyes,” Finch 
said. “It makes this whole experience 
worth it.”

As a guardian, Finch pays a $250 
fee to cover his airfare for each Honor 
Flight. In addition, he attended a 

mandatory training session that es-
tablished Honor Flight procedures. It 
emphasized safety concerns, such as 
assisting veterans on and off curbs.

Guardian duties include taking 
the veterans through TSA at the air-
port and filling and carrying their 
plates at the Great American Buffet 
in Falls Church, Virginia. 

Guardians also ensure their vet-
erans have transportation to the air-
port. Finch opts to chauffeur his vets. 
For his first Honor Flight, he rose at 4 
a.m. to drive from his home in Stow 
to pick up his longtime friend, Ansel 
Tinker, in Olmsted Falls. 

In Washington, Finch realized 
Tinker relished speaking with in-
dividuals who approached him just 
as much as he enjoyed viewing the 
monuments.

“A lot of these veterans would like 
the opportunity to say something 
about their service,” Finch said. “And 
the people would like to learn about 
them. If you plant a little seed, it’s 
something they can build on.”

Since he was familiar with their 
stories, Finch planted that conver-
sational seed for each of the vets 
he accompanied. When Finch told a 
middle-aged man that Tinker helped 
liberate Ohrdruf concentration camp, 

the stranger promptly knelt by the 
veteran’s wheelchair to hear more. 

As a guardian, Finch takes his 
cues from the veteran. Because he 
did not try to cut short Tinker’s 
interactions with the public, they 
skipped some areas of the World 
War II Memorial. They focused on 
those pertinent to Tinker’s time as 
an infantryman in Europe. 

Honor Flight presents each vet-
eran with a disposable camera. Finch, 
however, records the trips with his 
own camera and later compiles a 
photo album for his veterans. At 
the Air Force Memorial, he snapped 
Strub pointing out the campaigns in 
which he had flown. Finch always 
captures encounters with apprecia-
tive strangers, too. In one memora-
ble shot, Tinker beams as he shakes 
hands with two school children at 
once. 

Last October, Finch served as 
guardian for Bernard Fishman, 
whose military service occurred as 
a teenager in the King’s Royal Rifle 
Corps of the British Army. A Unit-
ed States citizen since 1953, Fish-
man longed to see the World War II 
Memorial. 

During his Air Force career, Finch 
spent eight years in England. He feels 
a special bond with Fishman, whom 
he met years ago at the World War II-
Korean War Roundtable in Fairlawn. 
The two men brought the Union Jack 
with them on Honor Flight. Fishman 
draped it over his shoulders as he 
strolled about the Memorial.

Delighted tourists from London 
stopped to ask him about his war-
time experience.

For Finch, such moments make 
the long, tiring day worthwhile. He 
described many of the veterans as 

“pumped” even at the end. Because 
of a weather delay in Baltimore, his 
Honor Flight with Ansel Tinker 
returned late to Cleveland. It was  
1 o’clock in the morning before he 
delivered Tinker to his home.  As 
Finch drove off, his friend already 
was regaling Mrs. Tinker with tales 
from his Honor Flight.

“The side with the simplest uniforms wins.”
– Major Mark Cancian



✩ www.dd214chronicle.com  DD 214 Chronicle   July/August 2015 13www.dd214chronicle.com ✩12 DD 214 Chronicle   July/August 2015

Ursuline College’s Adult Program 
(UCAP) is a perfect fit for veterans. 
• Classes meet once a week for 5 weeks during evening hours or on  
 Saturday morning.
• Earn up to 27 credits per year.
• Enjoy the freedom of stepping out for a session as your life requires. 
• Complete your degree in as few as two years.
• Ursuline is a Yellow Ribbon school allowing veterans the opportunity  
 of a high quality  private college education at little or no cost.

For more information visit ursuline.edu/ucap. 

You served us. Now it’s time to serve you.

440 684 6130
ucap@ursuline.edu

Honoring Our Veterans
At Hospice of the Western Reserve, we honor our veterans every day. Through our Peaceful & Proud initiative, 

hospice veterans can receive care from staff members trained on how the unique life experiences of veterans shape 

end-of-life preferences. Through specialized, quality care, we can help patients and families live their lives with 

dignity. See why more families choose the hospice of choice at hospicewr.org/serving-our-veterans.

800.707.8922 | hospicewr.org























































































Our War has many unseen and ig-
nored characters: Chicken-shit 

politicians, war profiteers, leaders 
and followers of the peace movement.

They are ignored because Our War 
is the intimate, intense, and painful 
story of one battalion in the north-
ernmost part of South Vietnam, the 
I Corps. 

It is not an easy read; it is a fascinating, sad, 
and frightening read.

Author David W. Taylor was a first lieuten-
ant with the 5th/45th Infantry, 198th Light 
Infantry Brigade, Americal Division. 

He led his platoon into the fiery and fright-
ening jungle, the seemingly innocent flatlands, 
and the sands of the South China Sea. 

His troops, like he, were strangers in a 
strange land.

An officer in a combat zone has respon-

sibilities to his men, his superiors, 
and to the current mission. He must 
understand and follow battle plans. 
He is also responsible for getting the 
wounded and dead off the battlefield. 
In Vietnam, his troops were counting 
the dead enemy bodies. Also ensuring 
medics were stocked well with malar-
ia pills, morphine, and bandages. He 

had to make sure his troops had food and am-
munition. Plus, the only comfort for infantry-
men, mail.

More than that, he has to keep his wits 
about him. Like the troops under his com-
mand, he is young. 

Trained well, but inexperienced when bul-
lets fly, mortar rounds land, booby traps ex-
plode, and POWs taken. Vietnam was a harsh 
and unforgiving teacher.

Taylor takes an interesting tack. In the pref-

ace, he describes his experience: Leading a pla-
toon in and out of firefights, mortar battles, 
and the triple-canopy jungle. Also accurately 
calling in air and artillery support. And for 
Taylor, a Catholic, finding time to pray. 

Five months in, he nearly got his ass shot 
off: One NVA round sliced open his side and 
another smashed through his tibia and fibula. 

For him, the war was over. 
Using the preface accomplishes two goals: 

First, it presents his credentials. He is quali-
fied to write such a book. Second, it tells read-
ers where the book is going: right through the 
gates of hell.

While the war was over for him, it wasn’t 
over at all. Leaving a combat area didn’t mean 
only getting out of harm’s way; it also meant 
leaving his troops behind. The emotional bonds 
between soldiers are not sought, but silently 
developed. Strong bonds they are. 

Our War: The History and Sacrifices of an Infantry 
Battalion in the Vietnam War, 1968-1971

review by John H. Tidyman
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BW offers a great adult learning  
community and all the resources of 
one of “America’s Best Colleges.”
n Choose from programs for bachelor degree  

completion, accelerated BSN, MBA, or Master of Arts  
in Education. 

n Classes are offered in Berea and Beachwood. Some 
programs can be completed online.

n Your DD214 gives you 8 hours of college credit. 
Other military training and previous college  
credit may count toward degree requirements.

n Post 9/11 Veterans: BW is proud to be part of the 
Yellow Ribbon program. Your new G.I. Bill benefits 
may make your BW  
education tuition free!

Contact an admission  
counselor today!

Go to www.bw.edu/military  
or call 440-826-8012.

Marine Veteran Juggles Multiple Duties 
While Attending Baldwin Wallace University

by Jerri Donohue

During his deployment in 2012, 
Robert Phillipp worked long 

hours alone on the night shift. Some-
where in Afghanistan, he repaired 
ground radios and completed reams 
of required paperwork.

Phillipp now describes that ex-
perience as somewhat “boring,” but 
he values the six months he spent 
overseas. 

“I wanted to do it,” he said. “It’s 
something I volunteered for.”

Those duties did not lead the for-
mer Marine to his current life as a 
full-time student in accounting and 
finance at Baldwin Wallace Univer-
sity. But during his four years in the 
Marine Corps, he learned something 
about himself that did impact his 
present. 

“I like helping people and I’m good 
at numbers,” Phillipp said. 

While stationed at Beaufort, 

South Carolina, he was in charge of 
younger Marines and often coun-
seled them on money matters.

“As a senior Marine, you just help 
them,” Phillipp said. “You 
don’t have to be asked; 
you just do.”

Mentoring the 
y o u n g e r  M a -
rines proved to be 
rewarding. 

“ W hen t hey 
ran into financial 
problems, I helped 
them make budgets,” 
he said. “If they were try-
ing to buy a new car, I helped 
make sure they weren’t getting 
ripped off by someone.”

Phillipp, who grew up in Parma, 
returned to the Cleveland area after 
leaving the Marine Corps. He en-
rolled in Baldwin Wallace University 

in August 2013 and began working 
toward a career as a personal finan-
cial advisor.

“They have a ‘3/2’ program that 
allows for completing a mas-

ter’s (degree) in five 
years,” he said of his 

decision to attend 
BWU. “You spend 
three years focus-
ing on your bach-
elor and then the 
last two you focus 

on your master’s.”
Because he takes 

classes even in the sum-
mer, Phillipp hopes to accel-

erate his education. He plans to 
complete a bachelor degree in finance 
and a master’s degree in accounting 
by December 2016 or May 2017.

The former sergeant serves as 
treasurer of Baldwin Wallace Uni-

versity’s Student Veteran Organiza-
tion. Year round, he works full time 
as a tax preparer for H & R Block.

   “My classes haven’t helped me 
with the job,” he said. “However, the 
job will help with some classes I’ll be 
taking this fall.” 

 Perhaps because of his military 
background, Phillipp finds it baf-
fling when younger students com-
plain about the need for punctuality 
and other common sense habits. He 
knows such self-discipline is crucial 
in the non-academic world. Mean-
while, he routinely manages to carry 
a course load of 18 credit hours per 
semester. 

Acquaintances sometimes remark 
that his schedule seems daunting, but 
Phillipp dismisses that observation.

“I know how to keep myself on 
track,” he said. “I’ve handled much 
more stressful situations.”

WAShiNGTON – In order to make it 
easier for Veterans and their fami-
lies to receive their GI Bill benefits 
where they choose, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs has used his 
authority to waive the provisions 
of Section 702 of the Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice and Accountability Act 
of 2014 (Choice Act). 

This action will ensure all GI 
Bill students are able to continue 
training at their chosen institu-
tions.  Under Section 702, VA must 
disapprove education programs at 
public institutions for Post-9/11 
GI Bill and Montgomery GI Bill-
Active Duty (MGIB-AD) benefits 
if a school charges certain individu-
als tuition and fees in excess of the 
resident rate for terms beginning 

after July 1, 2015. 
VA recognizes that the time allot-

ted for states and territories to com-
ply with Section 702 of the Choice 
Act is challenging for some states 
and schools due to the process re-
quired to make legislative and/or 
policy changes.  

This limited waiver by Secretary 
McDonald covers programs that are 
not in compliance for all terms be-
ginning prior to January 1, 2016, in 
order to allow time for non-compli-
ant states and territories to make 
the requisite legislative and policy 
changes.  

VA is requesting all currently 
non-compliant states and territories 
to submit their plans to become com-
pliant to VA, through their State Ap-

proving Agency, no later than June 
15, 2015. 

“Our military members and 
their families make sacrifices that 
require them to pack up and move 
with little notice,” said Bob McDon-
ald, Secretary of Veterans Affairs.   
“They shouldn’t be penalized after 
they leave military service by bur-
densome residency requirements.   
This waiver will allow students to 
continue receiving the GI Bill ben-
efits they’ve earned as states work 
to comply with this important law.”

VA has provided technical as-
sistance to numerous states and 
many have reached compliance. A 
list of states that are in compliance 
is posted on the GI Bill website.  VA 
will update the list as states become 

compliant.
In general, the resident-rate pro-

visions of the Choice Act cover Vet-
erans, as well as their spouses and 
children, using Post-9/11 GI Bill 
or MGIB-AD who live in the state 
where they are attending school 
and who enrolled within three 
years of the Veteran’s qualifying 
discharge.   To remain approved, 
schools must charge tuition and fees 
at the resident rate to these covered 
individuals. 

For more information on GI Bill 
resident-rate requirements and to see 
which states comply, visit the GI Bill 
website at benefits.va.gov/gibill/702.
asp. Updates will also be posted on the 
GI Bill Facebook page at facebook.com/
gibillEducation.

VA Secretary Waives Resident-Rate Requirements 
of the Choice Act through December, 2015

Ensures Continued GI Bill Benefits for Students While States Work to Comply with New Law

Ten internet Stories of Absolutely  
No interest to DD 214 Chronicle
Dress like Jane Fonda. She looks good in 
nVA fatigues?

↔ Johnny Manziel. ‘Nuff said.

Brian Williams. Your mother told you not 
to lie. You didn’t listen.

elizabeth Smart. She had a baby. Who is 
Elizabeth Smart and unless she had the world’s 

first baby, who cares?

Bitcoins. About as reliable as Congress. 

Amazon now charging sales tax. ‘Bout time.

McDonald’s is changing the way it cooks burgers. 
From what to what?

Bruce Jenner is now Caitlyn Jenner. Raise your hand 
if you give a rat’s patootie.

George Clooney and his wife Amal Alamuddin want 
children. So?

rory Mcilroy, girlfriend erica Stoll appear together 
at Irish Open. Be still, my beating heart.

“Some people wonder 
all their lives if they’ve 
made a difference.  
The Marines don’t have 
that problem.”

 — Ronald Reagan
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Military historians and others 
will find the story of the USS 

Barb and her commander, Eugene 
Fluckey, to be a one of both warfare 
and leadership. 

Captain Fluckey was a natural 
leader and a brilliant submarine 
commander who earned the undying 
loyalty of his shipmates and peers 
in the U.S. Navy. 

He took risks, but they were 
calculated. His crew was the only 
American military unit to land on 
Japanese mainland during WWII. 

The exploits of USS Barb’s 
war patrols are unparalleled. 
In one of the stranger incidents in 
the war, Fluckey sent a landing party 
ashore to set demolition charges on 
a coastal railway line, destroying a 

16-car train. 
This was the sole 

landing by U.S. mili-
tary forces on the Jap-
anese  home islands 
during World War II. 

Fluckey ordered that 
this landing party be com-
posed of crewmen from 
every division on his sub-
marine and asked for as many for-
mer Boy Scouts as possible, knowing 
they would have the skills to find 
their way in unfamiliar territory. 

The selected crewmen were Paul 
Saunders, William Hatfield, Francis 
Sever, Lawrence Newland, Edward 
Klinglesmith, James Richard, John 
Markuson, and William Walker. 
Hatfield wired the explosive charge, 

using a micro switch 
under the rails to trig-
ger the explosion.

Fluckey was award-
ed the Navy Cross four 
times for extraordi-
nary heroism dur-
ing the eighth, ninth, 
tenth, and twelfth war 

patrols of USS Barb. 
During his famous eleventh pa-

trol, he continued to revolutionize 
submarine warfare, inventing the 
night convoy attack from astern by 
joining the flank escort line. 

He attacked two convoys at an-
chor 26 miles inside the 20-fathom 
curve on the China coast, totaling 
more than 30 ships.

With two frigates in pursuit, USS 

Barb set a then-world speed record 
for a submarine of 23.5 knots using 
150 percent overload. 

For his conspicuous ga l-
lantry and intrepidity, Fluck-
ey received the  Medal of Honor. 
   The USS Bard received the Presi-
dential Unit Citation for the eighth 
through eleventh patrols and 
the Navy Unit Commendation for 
the twelfth patrol. 

This book, Thunder Below! (1992), 
depicts the exploits of his be-
loved USS Barb. 

T hough t he t a l ly  shows 
more shells, bombs, and  depth 
charges  fired at  the USS Barb, 
no one received the Pur ple 
Heart  and  Barb  came back alive, 
eager, and ready to fight again.

Thunder Below! by Admiral Eugene B. Fluckey
Book review by JC Sullivan
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Leftovers: The Great Middle-Class Meal
by Tyler Grady

W hen a restaurant dish 
is very good, yet too 

much to eat, we often take 
home a doggie bag. Not 
much chance Ol’ Pete will 
get any.

Here are the best restau-
rant leftovers. Now, to be 
listed here, the place has to 
serve food that is so good 
we’ll take home the leftovers 
and enjoy them the next day.

Pizza joints don’t make the 
list because day-old pizza 
tastes like day-old pizza. 
Same with Chinese food, 
when warmed a day after 
you ordered it, even Ol’ Pete 
wants nothing to do with it. 
Same with fish. Same with 
salads. Same with desserts. 

Our list is Cuyahoga Coun-
ty. Next edition we’re head-
ing south to Summit County. 
Stay tuned. 

Best places and best doggie 
bag dinners:

For spaghetti and meat-
balls, we swear by Bucci’s 

in Rocky River. Same family 
has been stirring red sauce 
for three generations. The 
spaghetti and meatballs 
are so good, Bucci’s would 
no more think of advertis-
ing than you would think 
of taking a first date to 
McDonald’s.

Corned beef is so good at 
Slyman’s, the lunch line goes 
right out the door. Custom-
ers stand in rain, sleet, heat, 
and snow. That’s how good it 

is. And if you can finish the 
corned beef sandwich and 
not take a nap, you’re a bet-
ter man than I. 

Beef brisket at Corky and 
Lenny’s is as good as your 
Mom’s. The next day, the cold 
brisket needs only a couple 
shakes of salt. And a cold 
beer. Side dishes should be 
limited to golf on the telly.

Fresh bratwurst at So-
kolowski’s University Inn. 
This dish is so good we al-

ways order an extra to take 
home. I know it sounds as if 
it were in University Circle. 
It ain’t. It hovers over the 
Cuyahoga River in Trem-
ont. We always have our 
leftover brats with Ball Park 
Mustard, couple dill pickles, 
and a big bowl of Shearer’s 
potato chips.

The meatloaf at Jack’s Deli 
and Restaurant. Comes with 
mashed taters made from 
… real taters. We’ve always 

liked leftover meatloaf, and 
we enjoy it cold. The leftover 
mashed? We form them into 
burger shapes and toss the 
patty in our cast iron skillet. 
A tab of bacon fat adds fla-
vor. Let the mashed form a 
crust, flip once for the same 
treatment.

Don’t mean to sound sex-
ist, but leftovers are for men. 
And leftovers described 
above are not to be shared. 
End of argument.

Veterans Service Officer Charlene 
Jorge will never forget a Viet-

nam veteran she assisted at the 
Parma V.A. Clinic three years ago. 

A Purple Heart recipient who had 
been medically discharged, the man 
had never filed a claim with the Vet-
erans Administration. Decades later, 
he struggled with physical pain but 
was reluctant to ask for help.

“We were able to get him more 
funds every month and VA health 
care,” Jorge said.

“I thank God that I was given 
the opportunity to meet veterans 
like him and help them out when 
they really need it,” she said. “They 
don’t think they deserve it. They’re 
so humble.”

A Veterans Service Officer for 
six and a half years, Jorge is also a 
logistics readiness officer with the 
Ohio Air National Guard, assigned 
to Springfield. She holds the rank 
of captain.

Having spent more than 18 years 
in the Army, Ohio National Guard 

and Ohio Air National Guard, Jorge 
feels a strong rapport with veterans. 

While in the Army, she worked in 
military intelligence in Uijeongbu, 
South Korea for a year. 

“I liked being in a different coun-
try,” she said. 
“I liked seeing 
the culture.” 

The harsh 
Korean winter 
surprised her, 
a nd du r i ng 
the rainy sea-
son, Jorge was 
summoned in 
the middle of 
the night to fill 
sandbags to place around the base. 
A wall in front of her barracks col-
lapsed because of the relentless rain. 

Much later, Jorge transferred 
from the Army into the Ohio Na-
tional Guard. She attended the Ohio 
State University, pursuing a bache-
lor degree in International Studies, 
with a minor in Spanish. She studied 

in Ecuador, China, Spain and the 
Dominican Republic.

Commissioned with the Ohio Na-
tional Guard, Jorge interrupted her 
education to volunteer for duty in 
Iraq in 2005. She was a combat en-

gineer officer. 
At the time, it 
was a unique 
position for a 
female.

“We had a 
humanitarian 
mission,” Jorge 
said. 

Units in the 
f ield a lerted 
Jorge’s group 

when areas were hit by IEDs, for 
example, and reported what civil-
ians there needed. The combat en-
gineers prepared pallets with food 
and other basics. 

Jorge admired her fellow sol-
diers, who labored under trying 
conditions, never complaining about 
the hot desert, being mortared or 

hearing constant gunfire. 
“Taking care of other people 

comes before yourself,” Jorge said 
of that job.

She brought this mindset with 
her to Cuyahoga County Veterans 
Service Commission where she 
works with walk-ins on a “first come, 
first served” basis.

“For me, the best thing is when 
I talk to someone and start tapping 
them into benefits,” she said.

 Jorge often assists veterans 
who filed incorrectly, sometimes 
years ago. If they were denied ben-
efits then, she encourages them to 
come to VSC now. Even if she can’t 
help them, she will refer them to 
the Social Security Administration 
or another agency.

“It’s basically liking these peo-
ple, loving these people for their 
service,” Jorge said of her position. 
“You have to have a passion for vet-
erans. You have to want to help them 
as much as you would want to help 
your loved ones.”

Charlene Jorge: Cuyahoga County Veterans 
Service Officer brings smarts, heart, and 

boots-on-the-ground experience to veterans  
 

by Jerri Donohue

Cuyahoga County 
Veteran’s Service 

Commission
1849 Prospect Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 
(216) 698-2600
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Former Coast Guard Commander Promotes Greater Cleveland Fisher House 
by Jerri Donohue

Marine or Frat Boy? 
Adam Kulina chose the Marines and is glad he did.

by Michelle Senko

A s Richard DeChant developed 
education programs for patients 

at Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medi-
cal Center, he recognized a critical 
need for veterans’ families: a homey 
place to stay during their loved one’s 
treatment. 

Executive Director of Cuyahoga 
Community College’s Veterans Initia-
tive, DeChant soon joined the board 
of Greater Cleveland Fisher House. 
With 68 locations nationwide, the 
Fisher House network offers a home 
away from home for relatives of for-
mer servicemen and women receiv-
ing medical care. 

“That could be families of a World 
War II veteran up through families 
of Iraq veterans,” said DeChant, a re-
tired Coast Guard commander. “The 
key thing is, no one pays to stay at a 
Fisher House.”

 Fisher House Foundation re-
quires local communities to raise half 
of the $7,000,000 necessary for con-
struction. The national organization 
then supplies the balance.

“I am very happy to report with 

the close of the books in 
May, we are at 2.7 mil-
lion raised,” DeChant 
said. 

Local veterans orga-
nizations supported the 
campaign from the out-
set. DeChant said they 
donated three-quarters 
of a million dollars so 
far. Noting their com-
mitment, and that of 
other groups, corpora-
tions began to contrib-
ute, too.

This year alone grass 
root fundraisers included a golf out-
ing, a 5K Run, and a benefit featur-
ing an Elvis impersonator. Greater 
Cleveland Fisher House’s single larg-
est fundraiser - netting $320,000 to 
date - is the annual Round Robin, 
multi-team lacrosse tournament or-
ganized by Woody Calleri.  

DeChant said there is a growing 
urgency for a Fisher House here. 
Now recognized for excellence in 
eight fields of care, including trau-

matic brain injury and 
spinal cord rehabili-
tation, Louis Stokes 
Cleveland VA Medical 
Center draws increasing 
numbers of vets from 
around the country. 

“When families are 
present, it’s much bet-
ter for the patient,” he 
said. “The recovery is 
quicker. Rehabilitation 
moves at a better pace.”

Meanwhile, par-
ents and spouses who 
accompany the patient 

need moral support. 
“Anyone who has worn the uni-

form knows the family serves right in 
step with the veteran,” DeChant said.

Each Fisher House is designed to 
promote interaction among guests 
who often prepare and share meals 
in a large kitchen and dining area. 
They relax together in a spacious 
family room. In this setting, bonds 
develop between individuals dealing 
with similar situations.

Confident that northeast Ohio 
will meet its fundraising goal, Fish-
er House Foundation recently chose 
Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical 
Center as the pilot site for two small-
er houses. Boasting 15 suites each, 
they will accommodate 55 people.

Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medi-
cal Center will administer the facility 
when it becomes a reality.  DeChant 
plans to raise money for museum vis-
its, sporting events and sightseeing 
excursions for Fisher House families.

As a reserve officer in the Coast 
Guard, he spent almost five years on 
active duty, including deployment 
during the 1994 Gulf War and the 
invasion of Haiti and two tours dur-
ing the war in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
DeChant is grateful that nobody who 
served under him needed a Fisher 
House.

“I have been blessed three times 
to come home with all personnel in-
tact,” he said.

For more information on Greater 
Cleveland Fisher House, visit greater-
clevelandfisherhouse.org

From the time he was four years 
old, Adam Kulina had a dream. 

He wanted to join the Marines. Why, 
you ask, would any nice Catholic boy 
want to defer college in order to join 
men known as devil dogs, leather-
necks, and jarheads?

The reason is simple. He want-
ed to be like his grandfather, An-
drew Rerko, a WWII veteran who 
jumped out of a perfectly good air-
plane on D-Day. With him were his 
fellow troops in the 101st Airborne 
Division. 

But Kulina wanted to take it a 
step further. He wanted to be a U.S. 
Marine. A cousin was a Marine, and 

Kulina liked what he saw. A few 
months before high school gradu-
ation, he signed away his life at the 
Marine recruiting office. He knew 
just where he wanted to be --- the in-
fantry, which had his mother crying. 

The recruiter likely stroked the 
rabbit’s foot in his pocket.

No sooner did Kulina take off his 
graduation gown but he was en route 
to Parris Island. He had no second 
thoughts enlisting until he got off 
the bus and met a drill sergeant.

There is something sobering 
about the first time enlistees meet 
a USMC drill sergeant: frightening, 
shocking, and damn scary. It is the 
equivalent of learning your blind 
date is The Bride of Frankenstein. 

Marine drill sergeants have a 
unique way of introducing them-
selves to their new charges. The drill 
sergeants put their faces an inch or so 
from the new recruit, scream ques-

tions and insults as spittle hits the 
new recruit in the face. He further 
informs the young men that they be-
long to him. 

“This is my rifle, this is my gun ... ”
“Hmmm,” Kulina thought, “Did 

I just make a mistake? I mean a re-
ally big mistake?” He was eighteen.

It was a question he would ask 
himself, over and over, as the initia-
tion that is boot camp tested him. 
Mistake or not, he was in for the 
duration.

It wasn’t until he completed boot 
camp and went to infantry school 
that his doubt changed to affirma-
tion. He knew then he made the right 
choice.

Was infantry school pleasurable? 
It was no less intense than boot camp, 
but in the infantry, the subject mat-
ter was different. He was able to learn 
weaponry, infantry tactics and strat-
egies, map reading, and, of course, 

cleaning his weapon. Infantry school 
lasts two and one half months. He 
also learned the technical expertise 
that allows him not only launching 
mortars, but landing them on target.

The most special part of gradua-
tion was in the audience. His grandfa-
ther, Andrew Rerko. Kulina’s parents, 
sister and brother were there, too, 
but maybe it was Grampa who was 
most proud. There was a new genera-
tion of fighters in the family.

The Corps is more than any col-
lege fraternity. It is a brotherhood, 
one in which Kulina takes great 
pride. Once a Marine, always a Ma-
rine. Always faithful.

While he waits for a combat as-
signment (he has high hopes of join-
ing his fellow leathernecks in the 
Middle East, but don’t tell his Mom,) 
he has been promoted and assigned 
to 325th Weapons Co., 3rd Battalion, 
25th Marine Regiment. 

richard DeChant

Adam Kulina



GrowinG StronGer CommunitieS.

we’re putting down deep roots and giving 
back to the communities we serve.

we think it’s only natural to cultivate meaningful relationships 
in the communities where we live and work. And at Dominion, 
that means we do more than write checks. So while we’re 
very proud to invest more than $20 million in our communities 
annually, we’re even prouder of Dominion’s employees for 

volunteering over 130,000 hours of their time. From refurbishing 
homeless shelters to replenishing local food banks to cleaning 
up parks to helping soldiers and their families, we’re donating 
the most precious resource of all: our energy. Learn more by 
visiting dom.com/foundation.


