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They Served Then and 

They Serve Now

“Amidst the distress and sufferings of the 
Army, whatever sources they have arisen, 
it must be a consolation to our Virtuous 
Country Women that they have never 
been accused of withholding their most 
zealous efforts to support the cause we 
are engaged in.”

-General George Washington

When we think about the 
contributions American 
women have made to our 

Armed Forces, it’s likely we think 
about the nurses who provided des-
perately needed medical care to our 
wounded during the two World Wars 
of the 20th century, the Women Ac-
cepted for Volunteer Emergency Ser-
vices (WAVES), the Women’s Army 
Corps (WAC), or how women have 
served since being fully integrated 
into our Armed Forces in 1978. While 
these are all important pieces of the 
rich history regarding women’s mili-
tary service, and should never be di-
minished, we should not forget the 
full lineage of women’s service dating 
back to our nation’s birth. 

Consider the legacy of Mary 
Ludwig Hays McCauley, better re-
membered as Molly “Pitcher,” and 
so named because she brought pitch-
ers of water to the soldiers fighting in 
the American battle of Monmouth in 
1778. When Molly’s husband fell in 
battle, she took up his post and re-
turned fire; Gen George Washington 
recognized her bravery in battle by 
awarding her a warrant as an NCO. 
Deborah Sampson Gannett dressed 

as a man, used the alias Robert Shur-
tliff, and enlisted in the American 
Army. After being wounded in battle, 
her doctor did not expose her gender, 
and requested a medical discharge. 
Several years later, Deborah request-
ed disability pay for her service, her 
request was endorsed by her neigh-
bor Paul Revere, and the request was 
granted under John Hancock. These 
examples highlight not only the will 
to fight, but also the ability, felt by 
many women during the Revolution-
ary War. 

This will to fully engage in war 
appeared again during the American 
Civil War. Despite cultural norms of 
women’s frailty, many women cast 
aside those cultural expectations to 
support the war effort. Dr. Mary Ed-
wards Walker is currently the only 
woman awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. After relentless at-
tempts to support the military as a 

surgeon, she was finally appointed a 
civilian position with the 52nd Ohio 
volunteers. While serving in Tennes-
see, she courageously crossed Union 
and Confederate boundaries multi-
ple times to serve where needed; one 
day she took an incorrect route while 
travelling, was captured, and became 
a POW. Not only did women serve 
in a medical capacity, also exempli-
fied by Clara Barton, founder of the 
American Red Cross, they also served 
as spies. Women often hid informa-
tion in their clothing, and when cap-
tured, would be treated as criminals 
instead of POWs. 

Because the 20th century wit-
nessed not one, but five wars, the 
availability of opportunities for 
women serving in our Armed Forc-
es arose out of necessity. Despite the 
fact that, among many other roles, 
women first served overseas during 
WWI, and female pilots trained male 

recruits during WWII, women’s ser-
vice was taken for granted during 
the much smaller Korean War. Dur-
ing Vietnam, desegregation created 
opportunities and motivated many 
African American women to serve. 
In 1967, President Lyndon Johnson 
signed legislation designed to remove 
the glass ceiling for all women, in-
cluding those serving in our military. 
Women were fully integrated into 
the military in 1978, could continue 
their service after becoming mothers 
starting in 1981, and just this year 
have been officially granted the abil-
ity to serve in combat roles. 

In celebrating women’s contribu-
tions to our Armed Forces, it is in re-
membering our full participation in 
America’s history that will enable us 
to embrace our future. (Information 
contained in this article borrowed 
from the Women in Military Ser-
vice for America Memorial website, 
http://www.womensmemorial.org)

Bridget Ludwa O’Hanlon is a gradu-
ate of The Ohio State University (B.A. 
2007) and John Carroll University 
(M.A. 2010), currently serves as an 
NCO in the 122nd Army Band, and is a 
Veterans Coordinator with Cuyahoga 
Community College. 
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The women’s movement of the 
‘60s and ‘70s produced sweeping 

change in society. It wasn’t easy, ei-
ther for the entrenched male chau-
vinists or the women, young and old, 
who took to the streets to demand 
they have the same opportunities 
men enjoyed.

Those fiery, strident, confusing 
days are well behind us, and the posi-
tive effects are today part of our na-
tional culture. Women perform brain 
surgery, launch and manage success-
ful businesses, practice and adminis-
ter law, represent American interests 
around the globe, serve as professors 
in our colleges and universities, nur-
ture and rear the next generation, 
enjoy full memberships at Augusta, 
race and win auto championships, 
serve as police officers and fire fight-
ers, and much, much more.

That doesn’t mean 
sexism’s ugly head has 
been lopped off. But it 
does mean that since the 
old days, American soci-
ety has experienced a sea 
change.

Nowhere has this 
change been more evident 
than among our fighting 
forces. I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if scaling the fort walls was 
one of the biggest challenges women 
faced. They had to do it themselves. 

While there remain problems to 
solve, allowing women to share in 
the military defense of our country 
has been very successful.

When reading this edition, you 
might say, “Well, women have al-
ways been important to the military,” 
and you would be right. But today, 

women in the armed 
forces do more than ever: 
guide missiles and sub-
marines, fly jet fighters 
and sit in the cupola on 
tanks, interpret intelli-
gence, graduate from the 
service academies, stand 
straight when command-
ing officers pin medals 
on their uniforms, heal 

the sick and wounded, maintain sup-
ply lines around the world, build and 
maintain communication systems.

You catch my drift.
They also risk and sometimes lose 

their lives.
Mothers of women troops added 

one more worry: The health and 
safety of their daughters. Mothers 
dream about daughters getting mar-
ried, having children, and succeed-

ing in life. Mothers never fantasize 
about the searing and unending pain 
of a burial at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Moms don’t always kiss their boys 
goodbye; more and more moms kiss 
their daughters goodbye.

Here’s an observation about 
women veterans: They are espe-
cially valuable to employers. Why 
wouldn’t they be? With service in 
the armed forces behind them, they 
bring to the marketplace highly de-
sirable qualities: A can-do attitude, 
experience working under pressure, 
and great regard for the value of 
teamwork.

Here’s another observation, 
though this one comes from anthro-
pologist Margaret Mead, “I do not 
believe in using women in combat, 
because females are too fierce.”

STAnD AT eASe  By John H. Tidyman, Editor

American Women in Uniform: A Force to be reckoned With

216-338-6206

Oh, My! Times Have 
Changed Since the  
Bible Advised Women 
1 Corinthians 14:34-36
Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted 
unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as 
also saith the law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask their 
husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church. 

ephesians 5:22-24
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is sub-
ject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.
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over the past week I received two 
e-mails in a “blast” imploring re-

cipients to boycott the film “The But-
ler” because actress Jane Fonda is in 
the film, portraying Nancy Reagan. 
The e-mails said Vietnam War protest-
er Fonda was a “traitor” and includ-
ed highly critical quotes by Barbara 
Walters and critical comments from 
Vietnam War POWs. Clint O’Connor, 
film critic for The Plain Dealer, the sole 
daily newspaper serving metropolitan 
Cleveland, gave the film a B+ grade. 
Because of the positive rating and an 
interest in presidential history, I saw 
the film Sunday at the Cedar Lee The-
ater in Cleveland Heights.

I have to admit that in 1968 while 
serving with the U.S. Army’s First 
Infantry Division in Vietnam as a 
reporter and then editor for the divi-
sion newspaper, I was not enamored 
with Jane Fonda. 

I viewed her war protests as 
events that meshed nicely with the 
North Vietnam government’s pro-
paganda machinery. However, over 
the years, after acquiring new knowl-
edge about the the U.S. government’s 
involvement in Vietnam’s civil war, 
I was forced to see Jane Fonda in 
a new light, appreciating her as a 
true Christian–a true follower of 
the Prince of Peace at heart–with 
the real traitors being a few of our 
commanders-in-chief, i.e., our presi-
dents, who had a hand in ultimately 
needlessly sending more than 58,000 
young Americans to early graves as 
well as 3.4 million Vietnamese. 

Fonda simply wanted the death 
and destruction to stop, which no 
doubt would please Jesus Christ, who 
admonished us to “love thy enemy”. 
Christ proffered a number of Beat-
itudes prior to His Sermon on the 
Mount, one being “Blessed are the 
peacemakers for they shall be called 
the children of God.” There is no be-
atitude that says “Blessed are fear-
mongering politicians,” nor is there 
one that says “Blessed are war mon-

gers,” or “Blessed are war profiteers.”
 A little history: President Dwight 

Eisenhower began our involvement in 
Vietnam in the mid-1950s following 
French soldiers’ disastrous defeat at 
Dien Bien Phu. (France had colonized 
Vietnam generations earlier.)

Since no American lives were lost 
in Vietnam during Eisenhower's ten-
ure in the White House, there is no 
blood on his hands–at least not di-
rectly. That cannot be said, however, 
about his successors. John F. Ken-
nedy heightened our involvement 
in Vietnam, with the first Ameri-
can deaths occurring in that country 
during his shortened term in office. 
Lyndon B. Johnson dramatically es-
calated our interference in the civil 
war between North and South Viet-
nam and his actions were continued 
by Richard M. Nixon.

Lying, fear-mongering, power-
abusing presidents are the real trai-
tors in this blood-soaked chapter of 
American history–not Jane Fonda. 
In the Vietnam war buildup, Johnson 
lied to the American public when he 
said one of our ships was attacked by 
North Vietnam as justification for es-
calating the war. (This begs the ques-
tion: What on earth are we doing in 
the Gulf of Tonkin anyway? Is that 
body of water U.S. territory?) 

Fear was instilled in Americans 
when we were told if we did not de-

feat the Viet Cong and North Viet-
namese Army in South Vietnam, 
we would be fighting them on the 
streets of San Francisco. That did 
not happen. Another false fear: We 
were told if South Vietnam fell to 
the communists, there would be a 
domino effect where neighboring 
nations would also go communist. 
Did Malaysia go communist? No. 
How about Singapore? No. (Cambo-
dia went communist independent of 
any influence from the Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese Army.)

More recently, George W. Bush 
also played the fear card, claiming 
Iraq had "weapons of mass destruc-
tion," with the not-so-subtle impli-
cation the alleged arsenal might be 
used against us. Bush lied about such 
weapons and invaded a nation that 
had nothing to do with 9/11, need-
lessly sending tens of thousands of 
Iraqi men, women and children to 
early graves, as well as nearly 4,500 

American military personnel.
Barack Obama continued the Iraq 

bloodshed in a futile, ill-conceived 
war against terrorism--expanding it 
into Afghanistan--that is impossible 
to win by a uniformed military. (The 
optimal way to neutralize terrorism 
is undercover work via infiltration of 
terrorist cells and discovery of ter-
rorists› plans, followed by arrest and 
prosecution.)

I know there are many, many bit-
ter Vietnam veterans, their families 
and others who simply love to hate 
Jane Fonda, which of course is their 
perogative. But such antipathy really 
ought to be based on facts. Why hate 
someone who strove to stop death 
and destruction? It makes no sense.

When people who see me in my 
45-year-old Class A "dress greens" 
Army uniform carrying my peace flag 
thank me for "serving our country," 
I say "You're welcome. Thank you." 
But I think to myself, "I didn't serve 
my country. I served fear-monger-
ing politicians, war mongers and war 
profiteers." 

Those who really served our coun-
try were–and are–the medical per-
sonnel who labor mightily to mend 
the broken bodies and psyches of 
those victimized by sociopathic pres-
idents caring not a whit about wast-
ing human life–the most egregiously 
offensive being Lyndon Baines John-
son, Richard Milhous Nixon, George 
Walker Bush and Barack Hussein 
Obama. They are the true traitors 
of our country and its people--not 
Jane Fonda.

Jane Fonda:  
She Was on Our Side

By Louis Pumphrey

catholic War Veterans, Post 1959
CWV members will conduct a membership-and-poppy drive November 9 
and	10	at	all	Masses	said	at	St.	Gabriel’s	Catholic	Church	in	Concord.

A	Membership/Poppy	Drive	at	Our	Lady	of	Mt.	Carmel	Catholic	Church	
in	Wickliffe	at	all	masses	on	Sept.	7th	&	8th.

For	details,	call	Ken	Kirchner	2nd	Vice	Commander,	at	440-257-2156	or	
e-mail	at	cpd21295@yahoo.com

History will smile on Jane Fonda
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Call LCCC’s Veterans Service Center at 440-366-7685 
or visit www.lorainccc.edu/veterans 
or email our office at veterans@lorainccc.edu.

It’s Your Future. Get Started Now!

Veterans Service Center
at Lorain County Community College

The Student Veterans Services office at LCCC assists all veterans, guardsmen, reservists 
and their spouses with making the transition to a successful educational career.  You’ve 
done your duty, now let us help you prepare for your future.

LCCC’s Veterans Service Center is a one-stop shop where you can:
• Learn how to maximize your veteran’s benefits
• Learn about other scholarships available
• Talk with a Veterans Certifying Official
• Meet with a Counselor
• Explore all that LCCC has to offer

Take advantage of the 
Veterans Retraining 

Assistance Program now!
If you’re an unemployed 

veteran between 35-60 call 
us today for more info.

if you can spend some time with 
Iris DeHart, an accredited county 

service officer with the Cuyahoga 
County Veterans Service Commis-
sion, and not feel better when you 
leave, you’re in a distinct minority. 
She is part of the team bound and 
determined to provide assistance to 
our veterans. 

Not just her knockout smile, but 
her personal philosophy, which rises 
to the surface every so often. She’s 
human, just like me and you. She is 
compassionate and that compassion 
comes from the trials in her own life. 
She is a nine-year Army veteran with 
deployment to the Middle East on 
her DD214. (“Very hot, just terrible. 
The worst six months of my life.”)

B e f o r e 
she joined, 
she sought 
the counsel 
of her sister, 
who was in 
the service. 
Wit h t h at 
f i r s t - h a n d 
advice, she 
signed on the dotted line, learned 
the language of the military, prac-
ticed saluting, and double-timed her 
way around posts.

Her time in uniform brings a 
smile to her face. “I was able to work 
with a great group of officers and en-
listed personnel.”

One of the unsung benefits of 

military ser-
vice is the 
opportunity 
to meet and 
work with 
fellow troops 
from all over 
the country. 
And, it is a 
big country.

When for the last time she washed 
and hung out to dry her fatigues, the 
world was her oyster. Sort of. She 
didn’t know what her future held, 
but was confident.

She worked in the Cleveland Clin-
ic records department and part time 
at an assisted living facility, where 
she was a speech and occupational 

assistant therapist.
She then went to work for a Cleve-

land law firm, Schneider, Smeltz, 
Ranny, LaFond, where she filed legal 
actions. “I loved the firm and met 
so many people at the courts. Plus, 
you learn so much.” Learning, for De-
Hart, is a lifelong passion.

When she joined the VA, the fit 
was a natural: She knew the language, 
she loved helping fellow veterans, 
and her infectious smile comforted 
the many vets who are stymied and 
confused with the system.

A woman of solid faith, she lets 
her work and personal life explain 
who she is. Her succinct philosophy 
is worthy of adopting. “I fall down,” 
she says, “but I get back up.”

By Alysa Craig
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Nothin’ like an old lady 
who knows how to use 

a gun. Jan Cooper is 72, and 
her husband, Bob, is 86. 
When a burglar showed up 
at their Stanton, California 
home one night, Jan called 
911 and grabbed her .357 
Smith & Wesson.

She was on the phone 
with a 911 operator, but it 
would take the cops a few 
minutes to arrive. Before 
pulling the trigger, she 
shouted, “I’m firing,” and 
fire she did, missing the 
burglar’s head by inches.

Cops arrived and soon caught the suspect-
ed burglar,  Brandon Alexander Perez, 31, who 

has since pleaded not guilty. 
Police did not say whether 
the suspect had pooped his 
pants or not.

None of this surprised 
Jan’s husband Bob, who, 
many years ago, lied about 
his age to join WWII and 
served in Europe. He was 
not surprised at his wife’s 
reaction to the burglar. “I 
know her capabilities and 
what she can do if she has 
to.”

She has had the properly 
registered gun for a couple 

decades. It could have been different; Mrs. 
Cooper is also well-versed in archery and 
knife throwing.

Pistol Packin’ Mama 
with a .357 Smith & 

Wesson

if you missed it, you missed a fascinating, 
emotional, enduring and endearing history 

lesson, presented by the women who put on 
the uniform and went to war. 

The Cleveland Public Library and the Af-
rican American Archives Auxiliary of the 
Western Reserve Historical Society created 
and presented a unique program hosted by 
Jan Ridgeway and Lloyd Brown, “No Time for 

Tears; Vietnam: The Women Who Served.”
Panelists talked about their experiences 

during and after their wartime service. Among 
the panelists were: Sheba Marcus-Bey, Queen 
Henderson, Khadijah Hakeem, Siddiqah He-
nighen, Gia Hoa Ryan, and Anita Nana.

Refreshments were served, but guests 
were advised to bring their own handker-
chiefs to the program.

Since its inception in 1919, women have always been eligible to join The 
American Legion, as long as they meet the timetable requirements. Female 

Legionnaires have participated in all of the Legion programs, and have held of-
fice and have chaired committees at the post, department, and national levels.

The American Legion offers a variety of membership benefits, includ-
ing Life Insurance, Health Care Supplemental Coverage, Prescription Dis-
counts, Eye Care Plan, Travel discounts, Scholarships, and FNBO Bank 

financial options.
The American Legion operates a National Emergency Fund for Le-

gionnaires affected by natural disasters, and a Temporary Financial As-
sistance Program for other types of family crisis that have resulted in 
financial hardship.  

Contact the American Legion Post nearest you listed in the telephone 
book to join. 

The American Legion and Women Members:  
In many ways, a liberating partnership ahead of its time

Not That We Could Ever 
Thank Them Enough

By Annabelle Lee Dowd

"He went thataway."

By John H. Tidyman, editor

Women In 
(and out of) 

UNiFOrM

The military couldn’t exist without them. 
Women in uniform are one of the many benefits 

of the women’s rights battles of the ‘60s and ‘70s.
Women bring to military services qualities that are 

in short supply, honor and 
integrity among them.

Women soldiers have 
insisted on greatly ex-
panding the military 
occupational specialties 
they are able to join. 
(I’ll always be against 
women in the infantry, 
but I have to say, the M-4 
has no idea who squeezed 
the trigger and the Clay-
more doesn’t know who 
wired it.)

Women are in the mil-
itary because they want 
to be there. They don’t have to be there, offering their 
skills, dedication, and demonstrations of love for our 
country.

Providing women in the military with panoply of op-
tions won’t be easy; these young and dedicated women 
will be on the forefront of great change, and let’s face 
it, the road to any great social change is lined with am-
bushes, booby traps, and land mines.  I have a feeling 
they’re up to the task.

 Women in the military are brave: They must be to 
wear those uniforms.
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BW offers a great adult learning  
community and all the resources of 
one of “America’s Best Colleges.”
n Choose from programs for bachelor degree  

completion, accelerated BSN, MBA, or Master of Arts  
in Education. 

n Classes are offered in Berea and Beachwood. Some 
programs can be completed online.

n Your DD214 gives you 8 hours of college credit. 
Other military training and previous college  
credit may count toward degree requirements.

n Post 9/11 Veterans: BW is proud to be part of the 
Yellow Ribbon program. Your new G.I. Bill benefits 
may make your BW  
education tuition free!

Contact an admission  
counselor today!

Go to www.bw.edu/military  
or call 440-826-8012.

Military Walking  
Papers: Not Always 

Honorable
Packing up the old kit and com-

ing home after a military dis-
charge usually means the trooper 
has an Honorable Discharge among 
his papers. To have honorably served 
America is a source of pride and 
accomplishment. 

It is also the ticket to Veterans 
Administration benefits and burial 
in one of the national cemeteries. In 
other words, one of the most impor-
tant pieces of paper a trooper will 
ever have (or need.)

But it is not always so.
Let’s face it: There are some people 

unable or unwilling to handle the dis-
cipline required in any armed force.

In addition to Honorable, there 
are: General, Other Than Honorable 
Conditions, Bad Conduct, and Dis-
honorable discharges.

While many veterans keep their 
honorable discharges in a safe place, 
such as the wall in the living room, 
those receiving less than honorable 
discharges hide them in the attic 
crawl space, a fire pit, a garbage can 
in the local park, or put them in a 
paper shredder. 

As usual, RHIP: Officers cannot 
receive bad conduct or dishonor-
able discharges. Their rank cannot 
be lowered by court martial. If a gen-
eral court martial decides to give 
the officer the boot, the dishonored 
officer is handed a Dismissal notice, 
which doesn’t sound as bad, but is 
equal to a dishonorable discharge.

The negative effects of any dis-
charge except Honorable perma-
nently plague the troops who earned 
them. Just as it should be.

In Flanders Fields 
By Lt. Col. John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

   Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
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The Greater Cleveland Fisher House;  
Caring for Our Wounded Warriors and 

Their Families
By Tom Sweeney

When our young men 
and women vol-

untarily join our armed 
forces, each affirms,  “I 
will support and defend 
the Constitution of the 
United States against 
all enemies, foreign and 
domestic.” 

Brief though it may be, 
it is a solemn oath. Come 
hell or high water, young 
troops pledge their lives 
and honor to protect us.  

Long after the winds of 
war die away, deep shad-
ows of pain and suffering 
continue, though hardly noticed. 

The Greater Cleveland Fisher 
House will bring light and comfort 
to the families of those troops whose 
lives were diminished while carrying 
out that oath.

The aim is simple, clear, and vital. 
Fisher House will provide comfort-
able housing at no cost to families 
whose veterans are in the VA Hos-
pital or its medical partners at the 
Cleveland Clinic, Metro Health, and 
University Hospitals.

Fisher houses are not new; they 
are the gift of the late Zachary Fisher, 
who passed away in June, 1999. In 
1998, President Bill Clinton present-
ed Mr. Fisher with the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, honoring him for 
his many civic contributions on be-
half of men and women in our mili-
tary. His gravestone reads, “Builder 
… Philanthropist … Patriot.”

At present, 59 Fisher houses dot 
the map of America. Two more are 
overseas: England and Germany. 
Building one in Cleveland will be 
an honor as well as a fulfillment of 
our responsibility to our veterans. 

 Our VA hospital ranks first for its 
eight Centers of Excellence and is a 
step-down treatment center for pa-
tients from Walter Reed and Bethes-
da hospitals. We care for veterans; 
let’s care for their families, as well. 

It is important that family mem-
bers be close to their veterans, and 
at present, there is no nearby, inex-

pensive housing for them. Just as im-
portant as the medical teams, family 
support is equally important. 

Just think about it; what if you 
were sent from Walter Reed or 
Bethesda to Cleveland for step-down 
treatment? One of the most valuable 
aids to full recovery is the love of 
your family. If they are there, recov-

ery is faster and better. That 
stands to reason, doesn’t it?

Caring for our troops 
is a civic responsibility, of 
course, but more than that, 
it is a responsibility we all 
share; while we enjoyed the 
security provided by our 
armed forces, young women 
and men risked their lives 
on our behalf.

Here’s the good news 
and the better news. The 
Fisher House Foundation 
will evenly split the costs of 
a Greater Cleveland Fisher 
House. 

Here’s the better news. The Great-
er Cleveland Fisher House will have 
18 suites in the 16,500 square foot 
home. There is no charge to family 
members. Cost of the facility is $6 
million and the Greater Cleveland 
Fisher House is charged with raising 
one half of the costs, or $3 million. 
The project is well under way, with 
donations totaling $500,000. And 
that was with only rare mention by 
the news media.

The Greater Cleveland Fisher 
House is a federally registered 501c.3 
and all contributions are tax deduct-
ible by federal law. 

This is a loud and clear call to 
every business, VFW and American 
Legion hall, auxiliary group, Roll-
ing Thunder, fraternal organization, 
individual, and municipality: Let us 
care for our wounded warriors and 
their families.  

When we honor our veterans, we 
bring honor on ourselves.

Tom Sweeney is President of the 
Greater Cleveland Fisher House Task 
Force.  He is a Vietnam combat veteran 
and former WKYC TV3 anchorman.

The Vow
“We will wait and pray ‘til they all come home.” 
That was our anthem during World War II.

Today, we add this: “…and if they are broken…
we will fix them as best we can…and we will 
do it with the help of their families…and the 
Greater Cleveland Fisher House.”

A Donation to the  
Greater Cleveland  

Fisher House Honors 
Those who Serve

The Greater Cleveland Fisher House program is 
a unique private-public partnership that supports 
America’s military in their time of need. The program 
recognizes the special sacrifices of our men and 
women in uniform,  as well as the hardships of military 
service, by meeting a humanitarian need beyond that 
normally provided by both the Department of Defense 
and Veterans Affairs. 

For members of our Armed Forces, retirees, veterans 
and their families, the Greater Cleveland Fisher House 
program offers shelter and support during a medical 
crisis. Located on the grounds of every major military 
medical center, and many VA medical centers, Fisher 
House facilities provide a comforting “home away 
from home” while a loved one is receiving care in an 
unfamiliar environment. This special support is even 
more important to a family during the most stressful 
time — the hospitalization of a wounded or injured 
service member involved in military operation like 
Enduring Freedom or Iraqi Freedom. 

Most importantly, due to the generosity of people like 
you, no family pays for their stay.

Contributions
The Greater Cleveland Fisher House is a registered 
501c3 non-profit organization and donations are tax 
deductible. Contributions can be made at any Key 
Bank branch. 

Checks can be made payable to:

Greater Cleveland Fisher House

Checks should be sent to:

21886 Seabury Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44126

You can also donate via PayPal at:
www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org

On The Cover:
PFC Matthew Zajac, U.S. Army
with his father, Mike Zajacwww.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org

Fisher H use
The Greater Cleveland

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★ 

For Further Information:

Phone: 440-337-0067
Email: stokesfisherhouse@gmail.com
www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org

The greater cleveland Fisher house  
is	a	registered	501c3	non-profit	organization	and	donations	are	tax	deductible.

Contributions	can	be	made	at	any	Key	Bank	branch.
Checks can be made payable to:
Greater Cleveland Fisher House

Checks should be sent to:
21886	Seabury	Avenue
Cleveland,	OH	44126

 
You can also donate via PayPal at:www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org

The Greater Cleveland Fisher House
The wives, husbands, children, mothers and fathers of injured, wounded or seriously ailing 
vets from all wars are given a place to stay within a few hundred yards of their loved one. 
Families of veterans being treated at the Cleveland V.A., Cleveland Clinic, University Hos-
pitals, Metro or any specialty hospital may stay free of charge. 

It will be an 16,500 square foot home with 18 suites to accommodate up to 42 family mem-
bers. And it will be built on the grounds of the Louis Stokes VA Medical Center in Cleveland. 

For the sake of community pride and purpose Greater Cleveland is asked to raise one-half 
of the $7 million to build and furnish a Fisher House here. The Fisher Foundation will match 
that figure, construct the house and turn it over to the V.A. to operate in 2014.

A Modest Commitment
The goal is to raise $3 million. We are at $500,000 raised in just under a year and a half. In 
2013 we are campaigning to gather modest donations by individuals and corporations which 
could  even underwrite the kitchen, or dining room or a bedroom suite or TV and living room. The 
Greater Cleveland Fisher House will inscribe a wall-mounted 10 inch by 4 inch bronze plaque in 
commemoration of the gift. Donors are urged to challenge others to follow their lead.

A Volunteer Mission
The Cleveland V.A. is now the third largest V.A. in the U.S. After a $700 million dollar expansion 
the Louis Stokes VA Medical Center is a poly-trauma facility and leads the internationally renowned 
Cleveland medical community in patient outcomes. 

There are 58 Fisher Houses in America; 3 are overseas. The Greater Cleveland Fisher House is a 
federally registered 501c.3 with the IRS and all departments of the state of Ohio. Donations are tax 
deductible by federal law. 

The Cleveland V.A.
Our V.A. is ranked #1 for its 8 “Centers of Excellence.” The Cleveland V.A. is now a ‘step-down’ 
treatment center for Walter Reed and Bethesda. It treats veterans from all over the country. 

We deeply and firmly believe that spouses and families are integral to any healing process. The 
veteran has personal and emotional support as he or she is surgically, medically, therapeutically or 
psychologically treated. 

Families are acutely aware that their veteran’s own life is now changed and family life and its 
tomorrows are altered. Families are part of any treatment are much more likely to stay intact. 

Fisher H use
Serving military and veterans’ families in their time of need

                                                      

The Greater Cleveland

Hon. Louis Stokes
U.S. Congress 1969-1999

Forest City, Board of Trustees
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The Gift Only You Can Give Your Family
Many veterans take their stories to the grave, much to the regret of their 
children, family and friends. It is understandable: many memories have been 
tucked away and veterans believe they are better left undisturbed. Family 
and other loved ones beg to differ. Award-winning journalist and author (of 
seven books) John Tidyman can help turn your memories into a memoir. 
Tidyman served as a combat infantryman in the Vietnam War, and under-
stands the role military service played in your life. Only you can give this 
gift to your family and friends. Your memoir will become a vital part of your 
family’s history and will allow family and friends to know you far better. 
Your memoir is a unique gift for your loved ones. Only you can give this gift.

 
For detailed information about your memoir, call or write:

 
John H. Tidyman, editor

DD214 Chronicle
2041 Morrison Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

(216) 789-3502  •  forgedirons@yahoo.com

✩

“T he hardest part of the year 
was the middle of it,” recalled 

Stephanie Genthon Kilpatrick. “I had 
been there so long that I couldn’t 
remember not being there. I had so 
long to go, I couldn’t imagine getting 
to leave. My whole life had become 
that little hospital quadrangle. To hit 
‘hump day’ and realized I had exactly 
the same time left was awful. I felt 
like I was doomed to the dungeon 
for life.”

My feelings were similar to Steph-
anie’s. My early letters home were 
written weekly and included minute 
descriptions of my new life as well as 
requests for items I could not get in 
Vietnam – specific brands of sham-
poo, crème rinse, deodorant and tam-
pons. I loved what I was doing, and I 
expressed a guarded optimism that 

the year would go 
well. “I can’t tell 
you how happy 
I am at work,” I 
wrote to my par-
ents on Decem-
ber 14th. “It’s the 
combination of 
working with a 
super fine staff, 
wonderful pa-
tients and being 
in internal medi-
cine, the field I 
like. I have learned so much. I only 
hope it continues.”

by may, 1971 – my halfway point- 
my letters were brief and many of 
them started with “I’m sorry I haven’t 
written. . “ Like Stephanie, it did not 
seem possible to me that a world 

existed outside 
of Vietnam, nor 
did I care. I even 
stopped read-
ing my Sunday 
New York Times. 
Nursing satisfac-
tion gave way to 
exhaustion. In 
late May, I wrote 
to a friend, “I’m 
tired of the same 
old problems, the 
endless stream of 

patients, and the hard work. I’m tired 
of being a nurse.  I find myself snap-
ping at the patients right and left. 
Oh, I have to get out!”

events of 1971 – the closing of 
Army hospitals, the piece-meal with-
drawal of U.S. forces, the Vietnamese 

national elections and the nagging 
suspicion that the U.S. might never 
leave Vietnam – contributed to my 
distress. Between August, 1970, and 
December, 1971, twelve Army hospi-
tals closed, significantly increasing 
our workload.  After the 93rd Evac 
and the 12th Evac pulled out, the 
24th was the only hospital left in the 
region immediately north of Saigon. 
At first, doctors, nurses, and corps-
men left the 24th Evac to run urine 
checkpoints throughout the country. 
In July, the internal medicine unit 
expanded from two to six wards, in-
cluding a six-bed cardiac care unit. 
During the summer rainy season and 
therefore the malaria season, every 
letter I wrote included some form of 
“they can’t work us any harder than 
they are.”

A World of Hurt
By Mary Reyolds Powell, from her book, "A World of Hurt: Between Innocence and Arrogance"

Your Story, Your Life  
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For women graduating from high 
school, trade school, med school, 

nursing programs, or college, mili-
tary service has some attractive chal-
lenges and benefits. 

And you won’t be alone, either as 
a trooper or a veteran. The total num-
ber of women serving today is more 
than 200,000. Women make excel-
lent Marines, Army, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, and Navy troops.

Challenges and responsibilities 
are great. So too are the rewards. 
Excellent, current education in 
a wide range of fields, travel, GI 
Bill benefits, intellectual, techni-
cal and leadership challenges, and 
great personal satisfaction in serv-
ing our country. Military success on 
your résumé is especially valuable 
because it says so many good things 

about you.
Service can be for a mere four 

years, or 30 years for those who find 
the challenges demanding and the 
rewards satisfying. 

A trip to the nearest recruiting 
office has plenty of good informa-
tion for women considering the mili-
tary. Most recruiters want you to 
find the best field in which to serve.

The majority of recruiters seek 
to do a good job under difficult cir-
cumstances: Their primary goals are 
to sign up a minimum number of 
troops, known as ‘making mission.’ 
(If baseball scouts had the same job 
description, the American and Na-
tional leagues would have folded 
decades ago.)

So, along with the majority of 
honest recruiters, there are some 
bad apples who make promises that 
can’t be fulfilled. 

Gen. George Washington said it 
very well a long, long time ago, yet 
his ideas about honesty ring true 
today: “I hope I shall possess firm-
ness and virtue enough to maintain 
what I consider the most enviable of 
all titles, the character of an honest 
man.” Or woman, of course.

Women Kick-Starting Careers  
with Military Service

To the head of the line, please: 
Loew’s Theaters will allow veter-
ans to go to the head of the ticket 
line, beginning next week. Regional 
Manager Kevin Day said, “We came 
across the practice in Japan, where 
older citizens are always respected 
and sent to the head of the line.” He 
said proof of veteran status can be 
a DD 214, a VA identification card, 
or the correct answer to one the fol-
lowing questions:
What is the definition of ‘dinky-dow?’
What is a Zippo Party?
What do the letters in SNAFU stand for?
What is H & I fire?
What is the difference between Agent 
Orange and Agent 007?
commander-in-chief to attend boot 
camp: President Obama, describ-
ing himself as, “a lean, mean, killin’ 

machine,” today 
said he would 
attend the Ma-
rine Corps boot 
camp at Parris 
Island, South 
Carolina. “I’d 
like to get a 
feel for what 
Marines do all 
day. Plus, can you imagine the great 
seafood I’ll get for dinner --- or is it 
called ‘the chow line?’ Whatever, I’m 
really looking forward to it.” 
red china to lose Veteran ball cap 
contract: Under Secretary of Buying 
Poorly Made Goods from Countries 
Using Slave Labor, Aaron D. Tires, 
said today ball caps for veterans 
will no longer be imported from 
Red China, and manufactured only 

in the United 
States. “I be-
lieve we were 
s n o o k e r e d 
when the Red 
C h i n a  B a l l 
Cap Co. said 
it would in-
clude a for-
tune cookie in 

each cap. Plus, its customer service 
is like the fabled snowman, abomi-
nable. I’ve heard from veterans who 
sent their caps back for a variety of 
reasons, including: brim falling off, 
adjustable strap in the rear being 
made of nuclear waste materials, 
and misspellings, such as the 25th 
Infantry Division spelled, ‘25th In-
fant Division.’”
Private bradley manning, convicted 

at a much-publicized court martial 
for providing military secrets to 
Wikileaks, has been sentenced to life 
on the deserted island that is home 
to Alcatraz. Judge Denise Lind said 
at the sentencing, “Okay, wise guy, 
you’re so smart, let’s see if you can 
figure out some recipes for stewed sea 
gull and prison rat el Fredo.” Under a 
separate ruling, the judge called for 
a secure sound system that would 
blare, “I Left My Heart in San Fran-
cisco,” 24 hours per day.
u.S. paratroopers will be eligible for 
10 percent disability pay, while they 
are in the service and for the rest of 
their natural lives. U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral Mike Raffone said, “Anyone who 
would jump out of a perfectly good 
airplane is missing a portion of the 
common sense area in the brain.”

Loew’s Theater Discount; President in Boot Camp;  
Pfc. Bradley Manning to Hum Along with Al Martino

by Claire Annette Reed

veTerAnS neWS We'D LIke To reAD
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When America went to war, 
Jeanne Hacker was working as 

a nurse in Cleveland, Ohio.  After she 
turned 21, she decided to enlist. She 
reported for induction in the sum-
mer of 1943 and was assigned to the 
38th Field hospital and sent to Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky.  At Camp Camp-
bell, the nurse recruits got a taste of 
life in the Army.

“Most of the time we were at 
Camp Campbell, we had basic train-
ing like the men. We had to learn to 
use a rifle and we had to shoot it. They 
said just in the event something hap-
pened, they wanted us to be able to 
pick it up and know what to do with 
it.  We had to crawl on our bellies 
under barbed wire with live ammu-
nition shooting.  We had to climb the 
ropes and the ladders.  I don’t know 
how I did it, now that I think about 
it.  We lost two or three of the women 
there.  It was just too much physically 

for them.  It was rough.  
And if we weren’t doing 
that kind of thing, we 
were marching – with 
or without packs.  They 
were trying to say you 
could go anywhere.  You 
could be in a bad unit.  
You could be in the city 
and do nothing, but 
you have to be ready.”

In December of 
1943, the 38th shipped 
out.  It was sent to Ha-
waii for more tough, physical train-
ing, but Jeanne got a little break from 
that when she was selected for surgi-
cal training. 

“I was fortunate. I got out of about 
a week of it because they took me 
and I spent about four or five days 
as Schofield and about four or five 
days at Tripler.  I remember the Scho-
field Navy doctor so well because he 

was so nice. He was 
an orthopedic doc-
tor. I told him, ‘I don’t 
know anything about 
amputations.’ He said, 
‘Well, my dear, you’re 
going to have to learn 
because that’s what 
you’re going to be run-
ning into.’  And we re-
ally worked on linen 
packs and the sur-
gical packs. The in-
struments that were 

needed for amputations and all that 
kind of stuff like gunshot wounds. 
And I had all that special training. 
I didn’t work on things like appen-
dectomies and hemorrhoidectomies 
and hysterectomies – all that crap. It 
was strictly the stuff that the Army 
would use.”

As part of their indoctrination, 
the men and women of the 38th were 
shown a series of informational films.  

“They were telling about what 
you did if you were captured.  All 
you did was: ANC-767501.  I’ll never 
forget my number – my ANC num-
ber.  It comes to me before social 
security or anything. You gave your 
name, rank and serial number and 
nothing else. And we’d see horri-
ble movies of people being tortured 
and whatever.  They’d take women 
away and they’d be screaming and 
you could imagine what was next. 
But then, they showed these mov-
ies about this area where we’d be 
going and they’d have a lot of ty-
phoons. And they had these beau-
tiful palm trees and they’d show 
palm trees waving down to the 
ground. And it showed these na-
tives and they’d go way up high and 
they would have this big rope and 
they’d slap it around the tree and 
they’d slap it around themselves. 
Then they’d be on the tree and the 
thing would go down like this and 
hit the ground.  All of us sat there 
and nobody said anything, includ-
ing the fellas.  When it got through, 
somebody said, ‘We’re supposed to 
do that?’  Everybody just started 

laughing like mad.”
When the 38th landed on Kwajalein 

in May of 1944, they had a pleasant 
surprise. “There was not one tree, not 
one blade of grass, nothing left. And 
one nurse, who was quite a character, 
says, ‘Oh thank God. There aren’t any 
trees to worry about.’ I’ll never forget 
that. Everybody just roared because 
we were all thinking of that movie 
and wondering what would happen.”

The nurses were taken to their 
quarters, and after their long jour-
ney, all they wanted was a nice re-
freshing shower.

“We were all thinking it’s going to 
feel so good to get a shower. We were 
so dirty. We drove in these Jeeps and 
got to our barracks. We were filthy. 
We looked like raccoons. Our head 
nurse said: ‘Now ladies, you can take 
showers, but I just want to tell you 
that they will be cold saltwater. I 
brought some special soap that will 
make it easier for lathering.’ We just 
died.  And the whole time we were 
there, we had cold, saltwater show-
ers. But at least you showered and 
you got the stuff off and then you 
took the towel and wiped the salt off. 
That was your shower.  But you can 
live through anything if you have to. 
We managed.”

The island of Kwajalein had been 
secured, but reminders of the battle 
remained.

“Somebody said to me later, ‘you 
probably went swimming.’  But we 
didn’t because there were bodies still 
floating up out of the water from the 
Kwajalein battle. Most of them were 
Japanese, but occasionally you’d get 
an American, which was sad.

“And when we first got there, the 
stench was so bad and we found out it 
was the bunkers. They had built these 
bunkers all over and they wouldn’t come 
out. They’d just shoot at our guys.”

This excerpt comes from Tom 
Swope’s brilliant collection of World 
War II memories, Legacies: Stories 
from the Second World War. His work 
has been honored by the Press Club of 
Cleveland as well as the March of Dimes 
Achievement in Radio Awards.

LeGACIeS: STorIeS FroM THe SeConD WorLD WAr

Global Reservation Sales & Customer Care
Solon, Ohio

Work From Home  
Opportunity

APPLY ONLINE:
greatjobs.marriott.com

Awarded TOP Workplaces in Northeast Ohio
2010 & 2011 by The Plain Dealer

A GREAT PLACE  
TO START A CAREER!
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Welcome home to where futures beginSM

Tri-C’s commitment to veterans

MISSION READY

Whether you are a discharged veteran, on active duty, or a member of the Guard and Reserve, 
know that you and your family are welcome home at Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®).

Opportunities include fast-track certification, degree programs, apprenticeship programs  

and support services.

Other resources include: Veterans Upward Bound program Veterans Club

 Assessment and Counseling Career Planning

 Distance Learning Opportunities  Scholarship Opportunities

 Access to Community Resources

216-987-3193        www.tri-c.edu/veterans/

To learn more contact:
Veteran Services & Programs, Cuyahoga Community College

11-2506 DD214 Spring BW Ad.indd   1 2/13/12   1:34:15 PM

Sending a child to the military brings 
about a host of emotions. Mothers 

are proud and happy for the new re-
cruit, who will learn new skills, travel 
a great deal, make friends from all over 
the country, and serve our country. 

After basic training, the freshly 
burnished recruit will return home 
a different son or daughter. A better, 
more mature person. A child who bet-
ter understands the ways of the world.

On the other hand, for a mother 
sending a child to the faceless military 
can be sad and worrisome. Sad because 
Mom’s baby is no longer her baby. Wor-
risome because her child is going to a 
world fraught with danger and not all 
troops come home.

So it was with Donna Neilan, whose 
family boasts veterans in every branch 
of military service except the Coast 
Guard, and if one of her grandchildren 
joins, her family will have covered all 
the bases. 

•••
Her only son, James, was soon 

to graduate from Valley Forge High 
School when he announced he was 

going to see a military recruiter. 
Proud though she was, it would 

prove a time of constant worry. She 
would know where James was and 
what he was up to, but he wouldn’t be 
sitting across from her at the dining 
room table.

(Speaking of dining room tables, 
Donna asked her son what he would 
like for dinner before leaving for the 
military. Donna is a wonderful cook. 
What do you want? Chicken paprika? 
Pressed duck? Pork and sauerkraut? 
Steak tartare? No thank you, James 
said, give me Hobo Chicken, a fam-
ily favorite. Despite its name, which 
conjures up visions of scruffy bums 
standing around a boiling pot on an 
open fire, the railroad tracks in the dis-
tance, it’s a rich and flavorful chicken 
stew. The recipe can be found at www.
dd214chronicle.com)

Once James was off to basic 
training, sadness crept into Donna’s 
heart. Mothers are like that and have 
been since Genghis Khan conquered 
Mongolia.

Mom wrote to James, knowing that 

while in basic training, he couldn’t re-
ceive mail. “The new recruits are being 
broken down to be built back up.”

But where does a single mother find 
solace and understanding when her 
only son sets off in uniform to explore 
the world?

For that good question, there is a 
good answer.

Donna joined Rolling Thunder and 
rode on the back seat of Harley David-
sons. Her leadership skills (and lim-
itless energy) led to posts including 
Platoon Leader, board member, and 
chapter secretary.

Mom joined Blue Star Mothers and 
found comfort and fun in like com-
pany. Blue Star Mothers members 
don’t sit around bragging (or worry-
ing) about their children in uniform.

Nope, they roll up their sleeves, 
tie their hair back, and go to work on 
behalf of our troops. Donna’s group 
meets at the American Legion Post 
421, on Brookpark Road, in Cleve-
land. The post donates the room, and 
in return, the mothers volunteer and 
help the Post with fundraisers and cer-

emonies. Blue Star Mothers also gen-
erate funds with rummage sales and 
hot dog sales. They take the profits to 
buy and send CARE packages to troops 
here and overseas. They also help get 
Wounded Warriors back on their feet, 
whether they need food, transporta-
tion to and from the airport or hospi-
tal. “Now that the USO no longer can 
pay to send out their boxes, we mail 
the packages for them,” she said. 

(The USO can’t afford to send CARE 
packages? What’s the world coming to?)

Blue Star Mothers are part and par-
cel of local parades, cemetery services, 
a Christmas party for Cleveland area 
Wounded Warriors and their families, 
and the annual Support Your Troops 
rally.

It amazes this writer that the 
work done by groups such as Rolling 
Thunder and Blue Star Mothers goes 
unnoticed.

But that’s the virtue of moms: They 
do everything they can for us except 
… ask us to thank them.

All together now, “THANKS, 
MOM!”

By Odile Cantrelle
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b ack at the 26th Photo Recon 
Squadron, several guys gath-

ered around to hear about the mis-
sion. Jack Crays, from a neighboring 
tent, asked,   “Hey Wynne, if you get 
knocked off I can have Smoky, can’t 
I?”  Petrilak piped up, “No, I get her!” 
Others laid claim to her, too.

I replied, disgustedly, “From now 
on, she goes with me. If it happens, 
we go down together!”

My next missions were flown in 
Catalina PBY-5As, nicknamed Cats, 
Army designation OA-10. One morn-
ing at 2:00, I was driving over to the 
3rd ERS without headlights. The road 
in front of me seemed to be in con-
stant movement, making me almost 
seasick. Thousands of hermit crabs 
were migrating, crossing the road in 
undulating masses.

When we reached the ERS, I 
breakfasted on fried eggs and salty 
bacon. Smoky had to settle for eggs.  
The bacon would have made her too 
thirsty during the upcoming flight. 
(Fresh eggs were always broken at 
arms’ length just in case their fresh-
ness had been overrated.)

The heavy canvas musette bag I 
used as Smoky’s hiding place, had 
two tie-down straps with buckles to 
close it tightly. In a bailout, I planned 
to fasten the bag’s strap around my 
waist and then deploy the parachute.

During the pre-flight briefing, 
we were reminded to try to land our 
planes near the coastline if we were 
hit. We were also told to be cautious 
about jungle villagers. Some were un-
friendly and some cannibalistic. Vil-
lages were run by “number one boys,” 
those who were physically strongest. 
They kept their position by beating 
up challengers. The natives gener-
ally supported our cause, but there 
were some who were friendly to the 
Japanese. Three surviving crewmen 
of a 90th Bomb Group squadron were 

known to have been eaten by a tribe 
in Dutch New Guinea.

Our assignment was to search for 
Clair Bardsley. One of our squadron’s 
pilots had seen him over the target 
at Ambon. We didn’t know if he had 
been shot down or had suffered an 
accident. Our crew consisted of a 
pilot, co-pilot, navigator, engineer-
mechanic, radio operator and two 
medic waist-gunners. I was to ride in 
the waist at the big window blisters 
with a .50 caliber machine gun on its 
post turned to the side. All nine of us 
plus a hidden dog loaded into a jeep 
with equipment, lunches, parachutes, 
aerial camera and driver. We were so 
crowded that the chauffeur couldn’t 
see to drive, so someone up front ver-
bally guided him along the road.

We arrived at the plant at 3:00 
a.m.  With ourselves and our equip-
ment safely aboard, we rolled down 
the coral-white runway and soared 
off into the dark.  The medics were 
amused when they discovered our 
canine stowaway and heard my rea-
son for bringing her along. They hung 
her bag out of the way, over a nearby 
stretcher.

Although our missions were pri-
marily rescue, the 3rd ERS planes 
had no red cross markings, only the 
standard markings of an American 
battle plant. The medics doubled as 
gunners, manning the .50-caliber 
machine guns located in the waist 
blisters.

We headed for Ceram, west of the 
New Guinea coast. At daylight, we 

settled at low altitude, cruising at 90 
mph. Because we were friends, Bard-
sley’s fate was important to me, so I 
scanned the surface with intensity. 
The sweeps produced no results. We 
saw no evidence of life on the sea.

Suddenly, dark clouds formed and 
we were in the midst of a fierce squall, 
being buffeted, pitched and dropped. 
We climbed to 12,000 feet, but were 
unable to rise above the storm. Down 
at 100 feet was no better, and for four 
hours, we were unable to see the wing 
tips, but our magnificent navigator 
kept us on a steady course and, some-
how, got us home. Over Biak Island, 
the weather was clear.

Excerpted from “Yorkie Doodle 
Dandy, A Memoir,” by William A. 
Wynne.

Smoky: A Purebred Yorkshire Terrier  
Honored Long After Her Valorous Service  

in World War II
By Bill Wynne
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These women, in addition to laudatory service in our armed 
forces, continued to give to the country as civilians. Each has 

been honored by the State of Ohio for exemplary devotion to citi-
zenship, civic duty, charitable work, or work with veterans.

The list of honored women includes veterans from WWI, WWII, 
Korea, Vietnam, and the Middle East.

If ever we had a reason to tip our hats and say, “Thank you,” 
this is our opportunity.

Women Veterans Continue to Serve

PHYLLiS	A.	FiTZGErALD,	BSN,	MA,	PhD
Summit County United States Air Force and 
Ohio Air National Guard Veteran 
Operation	Desert	Storm

DOriS	M.	POWELL	(DECEASED) 
Morgan	County 
United	States	Women’s	Army	Corps	Veteran 
World War II
 
rEBECCA	P.	EDEN,	rN,	BSN
Cuyahoga County 
United States Army Nurse Corps Veteran 
World War II
 
NADA	r.	FLEMiNG,	rN
Cuyahoga County 
United States Navy Veteran 
Operation	Desert	Shield/Operation	 
Desert	Storm
 
ELLEN	M.	LEiDY
Summit County 
United	States	Marine	Corps	Veteran 
Vietnam War Era
 
OPAL	L.	McALiSTEr
Union County 
United States Women›s Army Corps Veteran 
World War II
 
JOSEPHiNE	D.	TrOTTEr
Summit County 
United States Navy Veteran 
World War II

 

DOrOTHY	M.	BUDACKi
Portage County 
United States Navy Veteran 
World War II

BETTY	STAGG	TUrNEr	(DECEASED)
Butler	County 
Women	Air	Force	Service	Pilots	(WASP)	Veteran 
World War II

Dr.	LiNDA	SPOONSTEr	SCHWArTZ,	rN,	FAAN
Medina	County 
United States Air Force Veteran 
Vietnam War Era
 
LAUrA	WiLLiAMS	DUNLOP
Summit County 
United States Army Veteran 
Korea, Japan

EDiTH	DOCTOr	JOBE
Licking County 
United States Army Veteran

BArBArA	ANN	KrZEWiNSKi
Sandusky County 
United States Navy Veteran 
Vietnam War

FLORENCE FAWLEY
Franklin County 
United	States	Marine	Corps	Veteran 
World War II
 

MArY	O.	GLOVEr
Licking County 
United States Women's Army Corps Veteran 
World War II

KATHrYN	D.	SULLiVAN
Franklin County 
United States Naval Reserve Veteran 

SUNiTA	L.	WiLLiAMS
Cuyahoga County 
United States Navy Veteran 

BONNiE	C.	rOST
Hamilton County 
United States Navy Nurse Corps Veteran
 
BArBArA	rOUNDS
Hamilton County 
United States Army Nurse Corps - Vietnam War 
United States Army Reserves
 
LYNN ASHLEY
Hamilton County 
United States Army Veteran 
World War II

BETTY	W.	BrOWN
Franklin County 
United States Army Women' Army Corps  
Veteran 
World War II
 
ALENE	B.	DUErK
Henry County 
United States Navy Veteran 
World War II, Korean War and Vietnam War

M.	JEAN	MADDEN
Franklin County 
United States Army Veteran 
Korean War
 
DOrOTHY	A.	COrNELiUS	(DECEASED)
Franklin County 
United States Navy Nurse Corps Veteran 
World War II
 
ANNA	E.	GrAY
Summit County 
United States Naval Reserve Veteran 
World War II and Korean War
 
BOBBiE	STErNE
Hamilton County 
United States Army Veteran 
World War II
 
ESTHEr	E.	FrAiZEr
Licking County 
United States Navy Veteran 
World War II

MArTHA	E.	McCrArY
Cuyahoga County 
United States Army Veteran 
World War II
 
NOrA	M.	KENDALL	NOBLE
Licking County 
United States Air Force Veteran 
Vietnam War

SHArON	A.	LANE	(DECEASED)
Muskingum	County 

United States Nurse Corps Veteran 
Vietnam War
 
LOiS	M.	NELSON
Lucas County 
World War II
 
LYNN	E.	BLACK	(DECEASED)
Franklin County 
United States Army Veteran 
World War I
 
SALLiE	P.	FArMEr
Fairfield	County 
United States Army Veteran 
World War II 
 
NANCY	J.	CUrriE	SHErLOCK
Franklin County 
United States Air Force Veteran
 
MArY	r.	STOUT
Franklin County 
United States Army Veteran

CHAriTY	E.	EArLEY
Montgomery	County 
United States Army Veteran
 
SArA	J.	HArPEr
Cuyahoga County 
United	States	Marine	Corps	Veteran
 
LAUrETTA	M.	SCHiMMOLEr	(DECEASED)
Crawford County 
United States Army Veteran 
World War II



GrowinG StronGer CommunitieS.

we’re putting down deep roots and giving 
back to the communities we serve.

we think it’s only natural to cultivate meaningful relationships 
in the communities where we live and work. And at Dominion, 
that means we do more than write checks. So while we’re 
very proud to invest more than $20 million in our communities 
annually, we’re even prouder of Dominion’s employees for 

volunteering over 130,000 hours of their time. From refurbishing 
homeless shelters to replenishing local food banks to cleaning 
up parks to helping soldiers and their families, we’re donating 
the most precious resource of all: our energy. Learn more by 
visiting dom.com/foundation.


